
I saw my trip as a catalyst to establish an international network of peers, to 
develop my skills as a musician and to broaden my perspective by seeing the 
world. While these are broad goals, they are each crucial in enjoying a successful 
career in the music industry. As recipient of the 2015 BBM Youth Support Award 
for Jazz, I wish to convey my sincere gratitude to BBM Youth Support and Judy 
Bailey OAM, for allowing me to achieve these goals in readiness to begin my 
career as a jazz saxophonist. 

 
I divided my time in London between Bermondsey and Euston Terrace, staying 
at the homes of close friends. I explored London (and much of the rest of my trip) 
with my close friend and fellow BBM Youth Support 2015 music awardee, Wilbur 
Whitta. Wilbur’s companionship afforded much of our wanderings with an 
inherent musical focus. We philosophised and critiqued while we viewed the 
sights, our conversations rarely straying from music.  
 
I connected with a number of UK musicians whilst in London, notably jazz 
drummer Douglas Marriner (incidentally the grandson of the great Neville 
Marriner) and saxophonist Ruaridh Pattison. Doug and Ru are both alum of the 
Juilliard School’s Jazz Studies program, which I am now a member of (as of 
September 2016). My time with Doug and Ru was invaluable as they introduced 
me to the London jazz scene from a perspective similar to my own. I also 
reconnected with an old friend, Hugo Bishop, who is studying at the Royal 
Academy of Dramatic Art. Hugo gave me further insight into the entertainment 
industry in the UK and abroad. 
 
Not far from where I was based in Euston Terrace, I visited Sax.co.uk – the 
world’s largest saxophone store. Needless to say I was in a saxophone player’s 
heaven, with just about every model of every gizmo readily available. I am 
pleased to report that I exercised extreme restraint, departing with only a reed 
humidifier (only reed musicians will truly understand the frustration that reeds 
can cause, and that this humidifier remedies). 
 
Musical highlights include exploring the campuses of the Guildhall School of 
Music and Drama, the Royal Academy of Music and the Royal College of Music, as 
well as seeing the Shai Maestro Trio perform at the iconic London jazz venue 
Ronnie Scott’s. Wilbur and I also attended a jam session to get a feel for the scene 
and networked with local musicians. 
 



I grew to appreciate the depth of the 
British culture in photographing the 
architecture across London, and on day 
trips to Oxford, Bath and Stonehenge. 
Some architectural highlights included the 
Royal Naval Academy at Greenwich, St 
Paul’s Cathedral, the campus at Oxford 
University, countless winding laneways, 
Camden Locks, the Tower of London, 
Piccadilly Circus, Somerset House and the 
Tower Bridge.  
 
The BBM Youth Support Award for Jazz 
left me at a stone’s throw from continental 
Europe. Since time permitted, I chose to self-fund further travel throughout 
Europe, with the same focus on developing as a musician. It should be noted that 
my time in Denmark, the Netherlands, Germany and Italy was only possible 
because of the support I received from BBM Youth Support. My presence in the 
UK made further study afield financially and logistically viable, and ultimately 
made the trip more rewarding.  
 
Wilbur and I networked after performing at a jam session held at the iconic 
Danish venue Jazzhus Montmartre, and attended other concerts that were part of 
the Copenhagen Jazz Festival. I also performed at an informal concert (pictured), 
alongside a Danish drummer, a fellow Australian bassist and Polish guitarist.  
 
During a workshop at the Conservatorium van Amsterdam, Wilbur and I 
continued to network with jazz musicians from countries including the 
Netherlands, Austria, Belgium, Russia, Britain, Ireland, Israel, Brazil, New 
Zealand, Hong Kong, Canada and the USA. I also took private lessons with 
illustrious Dutch saxophonists Maarten Hogenhuis and Ben van Gelder whilst at 
the Conservatorium van Amsterdam, and attended a concert and jam session at 
the Bimhuis. 
 
While in Berlin, I performed at a concert alongside an Australian ex-patriot 
saxophone player, Richard Maegraith, who introduced me to his band. These 
band-mates were Icelandic, but knew some musicians that I had recently met in 
the UK, Copenhagen and Amsterdam.  
 
I reunited with Wilbur for the Siena Jazz Festival, where we participated in 
another workshop and several performances. The faculty of the workshop was 
comprised of Italian and American musicians of the highest calibre, and once 
again the students were drawn from as many countries as the previous course in 
the Netherlands. Familiarising myself with the many American musicians was of 
particular importance to me, as I was due to relocate to New York only a few 
weeks after the course. I hope to capitalise on these new connections, either in 
New York, or upon my return to Siena next summer as a recipient of a 
scholarship sponsored by the Siena Jazz Festival. 
 



I suggest that future recipients of the Jazz Award, in particular, consider 
scheduling their trip outside of the European summer music festival season. I 
regret that many of the contacts I made in advance of my departure informed me 
they would be travelling throughout Europe during the period my schedule 
permitted me to go to the UK. There are countless jazz festivals all over Europe 
between May and August, and most performing musicians seem to travel 
constantly through the summer.  
 
My studies and other musical commitments restricted the length of time I could 
spend in Europe. I urge future music awardees to carefully consider the period in 
which they travel to the UK, so as to balance the likelihood of the many great UK 
artists being available for lessons and performances, and their other 
commitments, including studies, employment and personal circumstances. The 
BBM Youth Support Award for Jazz allows the awardee an once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to experience the rich culture and heritage of the UK (and by proxy, 
Europe).  
 
I recommend future awardees consider supplementing the already generous 
sum awarded by BBM Youth Support with their own savings, to experience and 
seek further opportunities in continental Europe. My decision to do so was 
equally as rewarding as my time in the UK.  
 
I am confident that the international connections I have forged during my trip 
will prove fruitful over the length of my career. My time in the UK and further 
afield included many varied musical experiences that have ultimately bore me a 
more worldly perspective. I am grateful for the generosity of BBM Youth 
Support, and honoured to be a small part of its growing legacy.  
 
-Evan Atwell-Harris 

 


