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I really appreciate the opportunity that you provided to me by receiving a BBM Golf Scholarship. 
 
I was able to travel to the beautiful but very chilly Scotland and what an experience is was! My first 
event was the Scottish Strokeplay Championship at the Moray Golf Club. This was my first taste of 
Scottish golf and after a total of 36 hours of travelling and not touching a golf club in 4 days or so; it 
was going to be a great settling in week. It was about 6 degrees Celsius all week and I have never 
ever experienced such cold weather playing golf.   
 
In the first practice round, wearing a beanie, 5 layers of top body clothing and 3 layers of pants 
warmers just to stay warm enough, my first shot in Scotland was a top shank 2 iron that went about 
30m from the tee. After this shot I gradually got better and I really experienced gorse bush for the 
first time in the practice round which ate up about 6 of my golf balls! And you really don’t want to 
try and find your ball if you hit it in there, which I found out many times as it is pretty much a 
mixture of tea tree and cactus fused together. Also, the course is right next to a military base so 
there were fighter jets flying non-stop throughout the day which was awesome at first but really 
wanted a set of earmuffs by the end of the week.  
 
In my first competitive tournament in Scotland, I missed the cut with scores of 79, 75 in the first 
couple of rounds. This week we really got to experience such a beautiful town and golf course with 
awesome views of the coast.  Now it was time to drive the gruelling 4.5 hours south to the beautiful 
town of St Andrews for the next event, St Andrews Links Trophy. I would’ve thought driving closer to 
the equator it was going to be warmer, I was right but was only able to take off 1 extra layer for this 
event. We stayed in a 4 storey house that fits 11 people right in the middle of town and what a 
beautiful town it was. Everything is literally within walking distance and the streets over here are so 
tight compared to back home.  
 
It was time for the 1st practice day at the Jubilee course of St Andrews, before getting to the course I 
had no idea there were 5 courses next to each other as part of St Andrews and another 3 or 4 
nearby. Driving in, we witnessed all over the grandstands the signage that was set up for The Open 
Championship on the Old Cours in 3-4 weeks’ time. It was in this practice round at the Jubilee course 
that I realised that I was starting to understand “Scottish golf” as each hole there seemed to be 
some way to run the ball up onto the green with the slopes being the only real factor to judge for 
the shot otherwise you could end up in some nasty pot bunkers. This practice round was great for 
the confidence as I was starting to hit the ball very well and I would really need to play well down 
the stretch as it is a difficult last 4 hole stretch.  
 
Now it was time to play the Old Course, the serenity was awesome grandstands up and signage, to 
be at the home of golf it was definitely something special. It is really the only practice round I have 
played to have a score as it could be the only time that I get a chance to play the Old Course. I heard 
a lot of rumours about hitting it left was a safe miss at St Andrews and these rumours were true. The 
professionals and Tiger Woods PGA Tour on PlayStation definitely make it look a lot easier than it is. 
Playing every hole it felt like such a special place as there is so much history behind it. I’ll always 
remember my tee shot on 17, the road hole, I hit it just Out of Bounds outside the hotels’ front, and 
with a double bogey on this hole I managed to birdie the 18th to shoot a 1 over 73 on what was one 



of the most special days in my golfing career. Unfortunately, that was my only round on the old 
course as I shot 2 over 74 in the first round of the St Andrews Links trophy and that was the only 
qualifier round before the cut as round 2 was cancelled due to strong winds making the course 
unplayable.  
 
It was the evening after the final rounds that I met Chubby Chandler the head golf manager of 
International Sports Management. He explained the importance of signing with a company in the 
lead up of turning professional and really made us feel like a lucky/special bunch of people to get 
that opportunity to meet and have dinner with him and hopefully I can keep a good connection with 
him over next few years.  
 
We then travelled back north another 3.5 hours to Inverness for a friendly match against the Scottish 
National Team and South African National Teams at the beautiful Castle Stuart Golf Links where Phil 
Mickelson won his Scottish open. This was definitely my favourite course of the trip with amazing 
views and course was very picturesque. Also it was actually the only time I didn’t need to wear 
warmers and the weather was very comfortable 18 degrees Celsius. This was where I definitely had 
the golfing  highlight of my trip shooting 2 under par 70 in the second round and Australia won the 
teams event.  
 
It was now time to for a 4 hour car trip to Carnoustie and Panmure for The Amateur Championship. 
This was an unbelievable event to play in and to participate in such a major amateur event, it 
definitely has provided me with enormous experience that I can take back home and utilise in other 
tournaments. Unfortunately, I missed the cut with scores of 2 over 74 at Carnoustie and 4 over 74 at 
Panmure in tough windy conditions.  
 
I definitely learnt a lot about myself while away and I believe I’m am now an experienced flyer and 
know my way around airports really well and this scholarship provided me with priceless experience 
that I have gained on Scottish golf, Scotland itself, travelling by myself, being away from home and 
living out of a suitcase for a substantial amount of time.  
 
The photos attached are of me at the Old Course St Andrews on the famous 17th tee and on the 
Swilken Bridge on the 18th hole. 
 
Thank you very much for the opportunity and hope you enjoy the report. 
 
 
Thanks 
Daniel Gale 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 


