
My time in the UK was incredibly enriching and rewarding, and I could not have 
had this wonderful experience without the support of the BBM Youth Support 
Scholarship. I flew to London 2 days after the gala night, and was immediately 
thrown into 2 weeks of lessons with Yvonne Kenny, one of Australia’s most 
successful and famous operatic ex-pats. During this intensive 2 weeks, I learned a 
great deal of technique from this incredible woman; who also referred me to a 
breathing specialist who works with the singers of the English National Opera! I 
finished my training with Ms Kenny exhausted, but with a pile of new repertoire 
under my belt and many suggestions for where and for whom I should audition 
whilst overseas, and in the future. The accompanist for Ms Kenny was the former 
head of the Opera School at the Guildhall School of Music and Drama – one of the 
world’s most prestigious opera studios. I was able to sit in on a few 
masterclasses at this studio and watch their end of semester Opera Scenes.  
 
Whilst overseas I learned that I had been given a principal artist position with 
the Touring and Outreach department of Opera Australia for 2015 – a job back 
home! This contract meant, however, that I was unable to accept or defer any 
position in a Masters program overseas. So whilst I still did my London auditions, 
I couldn’t accept any offers this time around. I do, however look forward to 
working more intimately with the incredible coaches I met whilst training for 
those auditions! 
 
I worked quite often with another Aussie-turned-Londoner Natalie Murray. 
Natalie is a wonderful coach with a stellar reputation as one of England’s most 
sought-after repertoire coaches. She has worked with the singers at the Royal 
Opera House, including the young artists there. I enjoyed many coaching sessions 
with her, and I intend on staying in contact with her for future collaborations! 
  
While I was there I saw many operas, including L’elisir d’amore, one of my all 
time favourites. I also flew to Venice, Zurich, Vienna, Milan and Munich to watch 
opera there! I am constantly inspired by watching singers at the very top of their 
profession and technique, live on stage before me. It’s incredible to watch how 
they breathe, how they communicate, but also how they merge singing and 
acting so effectively to such an enormous audience in these massive houses. 
Watching Cecilia Bartoli sing La Cenerentola (Cinderella) in Zurich, the opera I 
am about to sing 300 times with Opera Australia, was a real highlight for me.  
 
Having such a long stay in London allowed me to get an in-depth experience of 
living in this fantastic city, and I would definitely like to move there some day. I 
was able to meet so many singers who have landed in London from around the 
world, and I hope to keep strong ties with these guys in the years to come… 
maybe one day we’ll be on stage together, or sharing a house! 
 
Now I start touring with Opera Australia, and my brain and heart are completely 
full of fantastic advice and experiences from my 3 months away, that now I have 
to put them to work! Performing for 50 000 children around NSW this year will 
certainly give me time to consolidate all the technique I have picked up.  
 



I would like to thank BBM Youth Support immensely for giving me this 
opportunity to pursue my dreams. This was a once in a lifetime opportunity and, 
now I have all of these contacts at my disposal, I’m beyond excited to see where I 
will go next! 
 


