
Madison Riley 

Lord Forres Agricultural Scholarship 2015 

I never thought I would be boarding an international flight to the UK to follow 

my passion for Agriculture but because of the BBM Youth Support Scholarship 

it has made a dream a reality.  

On the 15th of April my 4 month overseas journey began, leaving from Sydney 

International Airport and arriving in Heathrow. Once the airport was 

negotiated I had to catch a train down to Tiverton in Devon where I was being 

collected by Angus who I helped prepare and show his Devon cattle as well as 

general farm duties.  

The next day was my first show at Hatherleigh, it was a Devon cattle feature 

show so it was extremely nerve racking as I had only handled my animal once 

the day before and I didn’t know how the shows worked yet. I couldn’t have 

asked for a better first show as the heifer came second in her class and I 

managed to come away with first in my young handler class and reserve 

champion handler. I met so many people who invited me to come visit their 

farms and see their cattle as back home I also breed Devon cattle.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Devon County 4 day Royal Show was the next we attended and we had 

prepared a team of 7 to take, 1 senior bull, 2 in calf heifers, and 4 yearling 

heifers. This was my first multi day show and it was an amazing experience, it 

was so interesting to see the differences in how we show cattle over here in 

Australia compared to the UK. I learnt so much as everyone was willing to 

show me different techniques and methods that they use to get their animals 



looking immaculate. We managed to win prizes in most of the classes we were 

in, it was a very successful show. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The week between the next Royal show we were attending I went on a road 

trip with a friend I made at the first show, her name was Hatty and our trip was 

going to take us up to Scotland and back. We arranged to visit a few farms on 

the way and try and see most of Scotland. During our journey we saw the 

castle where Downtown Abbey is filmed, Edinburgh Castle, Loch ness, Talisker 

Whisky distillery on the Isle of Sky as well as two Devon cattle breeders that 

took us around their properties. It was an amazing trip as Scotland is beautiful 

and I saw some of the most amazing sights.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next shows we went to were the Royal Bath & West, Royal Cornwall and 

the Royal Three Counties. These were all 4 day shows but were a longer 

journey so we didn’t take as many animals. I was beginning to get to know 

everyone around the show circuit and was finding each show even more 

enjoyable. We did quite well with our cattle bringing home ribbons in every 



class we went in and I was able to place in all the young handler classes as well 

as take champion young handler at the Royal Cornwall. This was a great 

achievement for me as this meant I qualified for the young handler of the year 

in the UK, unfortunately I will be back home before the competition.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

After all our major shows were finished I was able to go around and visit 

everyone that had invited me to see their cattle, this was a great experience as 

I was able to see a lot of the countryside as well as a lot of high quality stud 

cattle. It was interesting to see the different blood lines people are using and 

see how that has helped them target a specific market. Everyone was so 

friendly and I don’t think I had eaten so much cake or drunk so many cups of 

tea before. I am very interested in genetics so it was a real eye opener to see 

how many genetics we use comes from the UK.  

 

 

 

 

 

I was also asked by another exhibitor to help show their Angus and Hereford 

cattle at the Royal Welsh show. This was an incredible experience as the Welsh 

is one of the largest Royal shows in the country and the amount of livestock 

exhibits was astounding. I thought it was amazing to hear the Welsh language 

and the whole show was an experience I will never forget, the amount of 



people that came to the show and the amount of trade stands was hard to 

believe. I am so grateful I had the opportunity to attend.  

 

 

During my time I managed to learn so much about agriculture and farming in 

the UK and how there are many similarities to the way we farm but also many 

differences. This experience has really opened my eyes and I look forward to 

seeing where agriculture leads me to in future. I have made many contacts and 

lifelong friends, it is an experience I will never forget.  I am so grateful to the 

Big Brother Movement for giving me this opportunity, I can’t thank you 

enough.  

    


