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Three Month durney:

Unearthing the grass roots of Horticulture in the UK
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Growing up in a family owned and operated
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way to begin my travels than in one very similar

in UK.
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regarded independent nursery fodad in 1988

by Rob and Rosy Hardy, both of whom still play

an active part in growing herbaceous perennials

for retail and professional gardeners. And whilst |

only spent a week there undertaking work

experience, | found it a very valuable and

rewarding exgrience, happily calling everybody theeepleasue to learn from. We formea great

relationship as they exhibited at the marioyal Horticultural Society showsghich | also attended

watching them wirtheir 20th Gold medal at the RHS Chelsea 2015.

It was wonderful to see a nurseoperate on suctalarged O £ S gAGKAY (GKS Ay Rdzad N
heavily involved in production, breeding and introducing new varieties such as the Walberton

Nursery release @éhmanniaMagic Dragorand one ofmy very favouritesand Rosy Hardy

introduction; A Gaura hameBreefolk Rosy

In the 13 acre Hampshire countryside aremichof the work is conducted where dlhe stock is
organised and allocated viecomputer systemmakingfor extremely efficient operations,
specificallywith online ordering and orders for professional garderand landscapets
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organising orders, sales, and productiipon arrival | was immediately struthe different soil

YSRAdzY dzaSR® LG Aa NIFYGKSNI O ff StiemelyQifeyehtia ¢ 6 A (K

I dza O NgFitfarfd bagkdilled, loose, open mix. | soon learned that this wadide G KS | YQa 022
climate as this compostsaists irretainingwarmth and nutrients making it more suitable for most
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I was also introduced to the Vine Weesuilyery prevalenpesthaving ahuge impact omursery

stockthroughout the UKand ariving in compost of plants imported from Europeis detrimental at

both life-cycle stagesfirstly as a lavae residing in the soil eats theots, andsecondlyas a beetle

that chewsplants right of, atground €St & Y SSLIA y 3 {riethad oflifitindfiisyp&sE | | NR &
was to prevent and dispse of any affected plant material and compasther than inefficient

chemical treatmentfollowedby observationwhich hagproved to be successful.

Regular events and workshops were also held at the nursery. | was lucky enough to attend a talk by
RosyHardy. She had invited the public in and specifically spoke about 12 plants, their characteristics
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H- NRas6giow prime stockor show gardens such as ChelsHaad the pleasure aendingsome

white Foxgloves for ehew garden at Chelsea for Alan Gardiéhich was certainly a highlight!
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Gardens Kew. Naturally jumping at the opportunity it proved to be an amazing day out. The plant

fair was open to the public by ticket and was a great pfaceustomers to connect and sgdants
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that nurserieshad for the coming summeas well as a good opportunity for fellow nurseries to
network and discuss business. All condudted beautiful setting of the world renowned Kew
Gardens.

Kew Gardens irtself was an absolute privilege to tkehrough; dating back to the ¥8century.The
SEGSyiGz 13S FyR &A1 S 2F (GKS 3IFNRSya 6SNB NBYLFN) I
fathom; a 50yearold Brown Turkey Fig espaliered tree complementirgysite of a heritage

building. Although even more famous, the 2@€ar-old Pagodaree with a constant crowd around

it. | was also introduced to many Engltskshniques withbeautiful tapestries of tulips and fields of

bluebells with yellow beech trees detd in amongst.

From Royal Botanic Gardens K#éwe garden in which | became quite fond of was the productive

garden a typical English vegetable garden with a fruit orchard with educational classes, signs and a
television show dedicated to encourage pe®pl 2 dzi Ay G2 GKS I NRSYy FyR (2
it really inspiring and rewarding even picking up a few ideas myself with the thought of possibly
implementing a similar approach back in Australia.
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Alan Gardner t Chelsea



RHS CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW 2015

¥

Thisscholarship
presented me with some
of the most amazing
experiences. One of
whichat the Australian
Institute of Horticulture
awards dinner, chatting
to some of the
horticultural greats. | had
the pleasure of meeting
my childhood superhero
and Better Homes and
Gardens presenter
Graham Ross. After
chatting with him he

e b S soon introduced the
possibility of not only visiting thedgal Horticultural Society Chelsea Floweowt2015, but to have
the chance to become part of th&ustralian team 2015!jumped at the opportunity and was soon
introduced to the lead landscape designer Charlie Albone and his landscapétdadingMick
Conway from Conway landscaping.
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Charlie designed aemotivegardenspace. A place where he could connect with his father after
losing him at age 17. As yonove through the gardespace visitors were welcomed with a soft,
romantic and mostly Australeplanting Strolling down avindingsandstone path to a water feature
imitating life and love with a plunging motion, also a place for reflection. Contirtainggh the

rear of the gardenCharlie designed an intimate space to sit, connect and communicatepasth
and preseniovedonesthrough the use of static symbatsirefully placed throughout the design
This was grrounded by pillars that represent impant people in his life and a central fireplace
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Charlie and Mick had spent years plannisgamazing design. Whereas this whirlwind adventure
started on day one of the build where | mée rest of the amazing team, who over that time were
awesome to work with. | was one of only three girlstia build but despite this, the boysere the
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They calld cookway better than any of us girls!

Bright eyed and bushy tailed we arrived on day amenpletely unaware oéxactlywhat we were
about to do, or the massive transformation we were about to inflict uponRlogalChelseadHospital
grounds. Thankfullwe were graced with some great tools frayar sponsorsHusqvarna and
Gardenaand gotstuck irto it!

A rainy first day saw the site marked out as we took shipment of one of our most important
deliveries: a shipping container dtle way from Australia ith hand carvedsandstone pillars and
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of his biggest nightmareafter findingeverything intact

Before long the Conway boys set about with arffuof machnes leaving me invée and admiration

for how precise everything had to be and the sheer skill and responsibility. Mick and especially his
brother Simon were brilliant machine operators and as a result | hit them up for a lesson or two!
(Apparentlynext time IQ §ef a booster seat!). Over the next week wade good progress, agot

to help out and learn absolutely everything that went on in the build from carpentry, plumbing,
painting, right down to digging holes in readiness for the excitement of plgntin

After punching out some long daysost of the foundation construction had been completed as
Mick would have it.Jdzthe féce isdone,y 2 6 A G Q& GAYS FT2NJ 0KS LI I ydAy3
and make it look prettyd

Lorries filedthe grounds arniving with loads of amazing plants from all over the world. While
anxiously waitindor ours to arrive | managedsmeak gekof plants from some other show

K

gardens really gotme excited seeing such glorious specimens, mokt2 8 Sy o0& a2vYS 27F (K

top designers to feature at Chelsea. This left me very eager for the arrival of our fedmesf the
first being that of the shaped Buxus spherg8 years old and meticulously shaped for the show.
Ctarlie explained thati K S & S letédd 2 NIRtheN/fci off lowallowing them to regenerate with
constant light tipping to increase densityhilst shaping.

Sunnyghirt weatherChad become a desired day on the arrival of our espalier oak hedge. Quite
unusual; the design incporated them to frame up the garden around the outer edge. They were

unloaded indineandf STG Ay (i Kére dftéfr & higigustioStheYdREa f 2 St & 6SI GKSN

decided to show offcreating gian8 m high dominoes! Soon enoughe by one they were cafully
placed around the landscape by a Tdindler. | had the responsibility of selecting them one by
one, then placing the best in focal points, before climbing up with a string linesacdteurdo level
the hedge as much as possible. This soonteamthe nickname which has forever sturled
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Over the next twaveeks the garden was really springing into life with many of the plants arriving.
Including many Aussie natives attracting the UK horticulturaditiesition with Westringias
Polygalas and the show stoppiAfricanProteas.

Larger trees and shrubs were first placed and planted with the aid of ma¢hihést smaller
plantingswere placed and plantedfterwards afterconsolidating positions.

Thedesign incorporated some amazing feature trees such as a Magnolia which had amazed us all by

having both bud and flower aftdreing wrapped ponalonglorrytk LJ | & ¢St & / KIF NI A

Fcust YSR G KS & i NB Sy trk prétradedtiough a@n old tiieé stufhy. | NI

One of the largest specimens however did not turn up as brilliant. As we were informed a mature
Zelkova serrata had very little leaf and an amount of dead wood. With 8 days till judging the
pressure was on the girls to get it loo§iits best for show timeAndso regular doses of liquid
fertiliser wasapplied to both roots and leave®s encourage leaf growth.

The only other task was to remove the dead wood. And so, witheary picker and a trusty pair of
secateurd was guided upnd around the tree looking at the shapad removing all of theleadtips
andwood. Up at around 40ft my smile could be seen all the way from ground level!



With most of the plants arrivingncluding many commonly have in my own garden, it became a
humbling yet very surreal experience to be planting them at a world renowned flower show.

Plants were now able to be planted after careful consideration with regards to how the garden
would be judged. It was a great experience for me as | learnt that thereatamnly aesthetic, but
practical elements to consider too.

And whilst the days progressed, so did tagmyweather(although not so bad as it saved us a job
watering). As of 8pm May Y4plantingwas complete! This led to detailing in which the whole team
applied finishing touches of mulching, laying peldnte believeh i 2 NJ y2 4 Xt S F L2 f A & K]

Day 18 Saturday Y&vlay the chaos of the Chelsélawer show slowedlown and the gardemwas
finished! t was stunning to see the end product and the transformation over such a short period of
time. We managed to leave the ground awook a pleasanhour to walk the streets o€helsea and
London, wearing prettdirty highvigbility clothes in search of a pb (not having to walk todar) to
celebrate our achievement in bringing this incredible design to life and ceéebedng part of it! As

the followingdayit would be prejudged

Press Day thearrived, bringing with ia circus of VIP&d camera crewsAllwereinvited to view

the gardenwe welcomedhe media and judgeas they moved through the spac€éhree separate
BBC crews visited and filmed our gardehich was fantastic to watch. Even the Queen visited and
viewed our garden!

This day was amazjnJames Wontlorticultural TVpersonality; also made a visitheboys of the

crew figured out | was particularly fond of him; So Simon Conway sneakily invited him for a surprise

visit! | was slightly embarrassethen he greeted méy my new shocking nickame, but ecstatiall

thesaméd | S aK221 KFyR&a& 6AGK YS [|éfderanhdpBrsoaayiyh OS G2 VY
signed and delivered hissw andunreleased book to me. A terrific guy aadabsolutely brilliant

day!!

And after some nervous touelips and naitbiting, the judges camg/iti 2 / KI NI Gn$h@first A NRS Y
official day of the show medals were announced. The whole crew met outside the gate to receive

the results togethe With the envelope nervously opened by Charlie we reata&SilveiGlt medal.

An amazing and overwhelming feat for us all.

Now came time to enjoy our placing and the show. Spending the next,weethattedto intrigued
visitorsabout the show garden. The response from the crowd heert-warming 161,000 people
visited eaclday and it was unlike anything | was prepared for. And although pleased for g ibreak
was nice to get my hands dirty again!

OnSaturday the last day of the shoat 4PM a bell rang out through the grounds and caused a mad

flurry of rushing people. Thimeant that the plant selbff was underway. No sooner than this, a

crowd began around our gardewith many people bartering for plantdt was like he chaos of the

stock exchangelVith Mick standing on a pile gbts, tophat on; he was directing proceedings while

the rest of the crewpulledout plantsin exchange for cash. It wagaarible, yet very fumy
SELISNASYOST NHzyyAy3d GKNRAAK G(KS 3IF NRSyquReladIAy I d
sight to see peodle dash home with loads of plants under their arms, especially on the tube!

The7 AM start thefollowing day after the show, wasdmittedly, a little dishearteningHavingo
pull out all our hard workin justthree short days ¢ | & y'\With m&t-pBards gone, it became a
very easybut sad jobalso realisinghis once in a lifetime experience wasnally coming to arend



and| would haveo say goodbye to the crewiNeverthe- less | amcertainlygratefuland
unbelievablystoked tohavebeen a partof it; makinglifelongfriends.

The one and only Mick
Conway

Up in the cherry picker

Myself and James Wong



The final tweaking for judging day. With Graham Ross.

RHSNISLEY GARDENS

Shortly after Chelsedmade a trip

SouthWest ofLondon tothe Royal

| 2 NI A Odzf GdzNF £ { 2-OA S éQa
Wisley.

What felt like a chilly, Aussiz A y i S NI a
day,gla GKS !'vYQa ARSI 27F
of summer! And also became my first
day of work experience in their trials
and propagationsectors. It proved to
be a greatlearningexperience fome;
focusingon horticultural science and production (both of which are great passions of mine) which |
enjoyed expanding on.

In the short week that | spent there | began on the trials team and became quite intriguedheith t
' Da 2NJ ! g NR 2F DINRSY aSNARGT inlkhe gaddehppobiding& | LI Iy
guide to the consumer.

Accordingo the RHS, an AGM can be awarded to a plant that is:
-Readily available

-Of good constitution

-Sable ingrowth habitand colour

-Reasonably resistant to pest and disease

-Excellent for ordinary use in appropriate conditions.

(A goodfeat; particularlyif you are the grower/breeder of the plant).

Awards are given after a trial period at a RHS garden (usually Wisleythafteare judged by forum
committees with extensive knowledge in the particular plant species field. All kinds of plants are
trialled from ornamentalsto fruits and vegetables; with the AGM list currently including more than
7 500 plants.



