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Growing up in a family owned and operated 

ƴǳǊǎŜǊȅ ƛƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΣ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ 

way to begin my travels than in one very similar 

in UK. 

IŀǊŘȅΩǎ /ƻǘǘŀƎŜ DŀǊŘŜƴ tƭŀƴǘǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ 

regarded independent nursery founded in 1988 

by Rob and Rosy Hardy, both of whom still play 

an active part in growing herbaceous perennials 

for retail and professional gardeners. And whilst I 

only spent a week there undertaking work 

experience, I found it a very valuable and 

rewarding experience, happily calling everybody there, a pleasure to learn from. We formed a great 

relationship as they exhibited at the many Royal Horticultural Society shows; which I also attended, 

watching them win their 20th Gold medal at the RHS Chelsea 2015. 

It was wonderful to see a nursery operate on such a large ǎŎŀƭŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΦ IŀǊŘȅΩǎ ŀǊŜ 

heavily involved in production, breeding and introducing new varieties such as the Walberton 

Nursery release Rehmannia Magic Dragon and one of my very favourites and Rosy Hardy 

introduction; A Gaura named Freefolk Rosy. 

In the 13 acre Hampshire countryside area, much of the work is conducted where all the stock is 

organised and allocated via a computer system; making for extremely efficient operations, 

specifically with online ordering and orders for professional gardeners and landscapers. 

5ǳǊƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ L ǿŀǎ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴǳǊǎŜǊȅΩǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ 

organising orders, sales, and production. Upon arrival I was immediately struck the different soil 

ƳŜŘƛǳƳ ǳǎŜŘΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άŎƻƳǇƻǎǘέ ǿƛǘƘ ǾŜǊȅ ŦƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ŦƭǳŦŦȅ ǘƛƭǘƘΤ Ŝxtremely different to 

!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ grit and bark filled, loose, open mix. I soon learned that this was due ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦YΩǎ ŎƻƻƭŜǊ 

climate as this compost assists in retaining warmth and nutrients, making it more suitable for most 

ƻŦ ¦YΩǎ ǇƭŀƴǘǎΦ 

I was also introduced to the Vine Weevil; a very prevalent pest having a huge impact on nursery 

stock throughout the UK and arriving in compost of plants imported from Europe. It is detrimental at 

both life-cycle stages; firstly as a larvae residing in the soil eats the roots, and secondly as a beetle 

that chews plants right off, at ground leǾŜƭΦ YŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘΣ IŀǊŘȅΩǎ method of limiting this pest 

was to prevent and dispose of any affected plant material and compost, rather than inefficient 

chemical treatment, followed by observation, which has proved to be successful. 

Regular events and workshops were also held at the nursery. I was lucky enough to attend a talk by 

Rosy Hardy. She had invited the public in and specifically spoke about 12 plants, their characteristics 

ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜΩǎ ŀǊŜŀΦ L ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘŦǳƭ ōǳǘ ǎƻƻƴ ōŜŎŀƳŜ 

ǉǳƛǘŜ ŜƴǾƛƻǳǎ ǿƛǘƘ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ LΩŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦ 

HŀǊŘȅΩǎ also grow prime stock for show gardens such as Chelsea. I had the pleasure of tending some 

white Foxgloves for a show garden at Chelsea for Alan Gardner Which was certainly a highlight! 

hƴ Ƴȅ ƭŀǎǘ Řŀȅ ŀǘ IŀǊŘȅΩǎ L ǿŀǎ ƪƛƴŘƭȅ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ŀ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ŦŀƛǊ ǿƛǘƘ wƻǎȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ wƻȅŀƭ .ƻǘŀƴƛŎ 

Gardens Kew. Naturally jumping at the opportunity it proved to be an amazing day out. The plant 

fair was open to the public by ticket and was a great place for customers to connect and see plants 
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that nurseries had for the coming summer, as well as a good opportunity for fellow nurseries to 

network and discuss business. All conducted in a beautiful setting of the world renowned Kew 

Gardens.  

Kew Gardens in itself was an absolute privilege to walk-through; dating back to the 18th century. The 

ŜȄǘŜƴǘΣ ŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƛȊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭŜΦ IŜǊŜ L ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ L ǎǘƛƭƭ ŎŀƴΩǘ 

fathom; a 50-year-old Brown Turkey Fig espaliered tree complementing the side of a heritage 

building. Although even more famous, the 250-year-old Pagoda tree with a constant crowd around 

it. I was also introduced to many English techniques with beautiful tapestries of tulips and fields of 

bluebells with yellow beech trees dotted in amongst. 

From Royal Botanic Gardens Kew, the garden in which I became quite fond of was the productive 

garden; a typical English vegetable garden with a fruit orchard with educational classes, signs and a 

television show dedicated to encourage peoplŜ ƻǳǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ΩƎǊƻǿ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴΩΦ L ŦƻǳƴŘ 

it really inspiring and rewarding even picking up a few ideas myself with the thought of possibly 

implementing a similar approach back in Australia.  

 

 

 

 

 

Rehmannia Magic 
Dragon 

Alan Gardner at Chelsea  

Espalier Brown Turkey Fig, Kew 
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RHS CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW 2015 

This scholarship 

presented me with some 

of the most amazing 

experiences. One of 

which at the Australian 

Institute of Horticulture 

awards dinner, chatting 

to some of the 

horticultural greats. I had 

the pleasure of meeting 

my childhood superhero 

and Better Homes and 

Gardens presenter 

Graham Ross. After 

chatting with him he 

soon introduced the 

possibility of not only visiting the Royal Horticultural Society Chelsea Flower Show 2015, but to have 

the chance to become part of the Australian team 2015! I jumped at the opportunity and was soon 

introduced to the lead landscape designer Charlie Albone and his landscape team including Mick 

Conway from Conway landscaping. 

It proved to ōŜ ŀ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǘǊƛǇΤ ōŜƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ LΩǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ 

and ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ LΩƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŦƻǊƎŜǘΦ 

Charlie designed an emotive garden space. A place where he could connect with his father after 

losing him at age 17. As you move through the garden space, visitors were welcomed with a soft, 

romantic and mostly Australian planting. Strolling down a winding sandstone path to a water feature 

imitating life and love with a plunging motion, also a place for reflection. Continuing through the 

rear of the garden, Charlie designed an intimate space to sit, connect and communicate with past 

and present loved ones through the use of static symbols carefully placed throughout the design. 

This was surrounded by pillars that represent important people in his life and a central fireplace 

ǎȅƳōƻƭƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ƘŀǊƭƛŜΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΥ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜ WǳƭƛŜǘ [ƻǾŜΦ 

Charlie and Mick had spent years planning its amazing design. Whereas this whirlwind adventure 

started on day one of the build where I met the rest of the amazing team, who over that time were 

awesome to work with. I was one of only three girls on the build but despite this, the boys were the 

ōŜǎǘ ŎǊŜǿ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘΣ ŜȄǳŘƛƴƎ ƭƻŀŘǎ ƻŦ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǎǘŜǊŜƻǘȅǇŜǎΧ 

They could cook way better than any of us girls!  

Bright eyed and bushy tailed we arrived on day one, completely unaware of exactly what we were 

about to do, or the massive transformation we were about to inflict upon the Royal Chelsea Hospital 

grounds. Thankfully we were graced with some great tools from our sponsors, Husqvarna and 

Gardena, and got stuck into it! 

A rainy first day saw the site marked out as we took shipment of one of our most important 

deliveries: a shipping container all the way from Australia with hand carved sandstone pillars and 
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ǇŀǾŜǊǎΦ IƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ōǊƻƪŜƴ ƻǊ ŎǊŀŎƪŜŘ /ƘŀǊƭƛŜ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜƭƛŜŦ, letting go one 

of his biggest nightmares after finding everything intact. 

Before long the Conway boys set about with a flurry of machines leaving me in awe and admiration 

for how precise everything had to be and the sheer skill and responsibility. Mick and especially his 

brother Simon were brilliant machine operators and as a result I hit them up for a lesson or two! 

(Apparently next time IΩƭƭ get a booster seat!). Over the next week we made good progress, as I got 

to help out and learn absolutely everything that went on in the build from carpentry, plumbing, 

painting, right down to digging holes in readiness for the excitement of planting.  

After punching out some long days, most of the foundation construction had been completed, or as 

Mick would have it Ǉǳǘ άthe face is done, ƴƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴǘƛƴƎ ǘŜŀƳ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƪŜǳǇ 

and make it look pretty!έ 

Lorries filled the grounds arriving with loads of amazing plants from all over the world. While 

anxiously waiting for ours to arrive I managed a sneak peek of plants from some other show 

gardens, really got me excited seeing such glorious specimens, most ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ōȅ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ 

top designers to feature at Chelsea. This left me very eager for the arrival of our features. One of the 

first being that of the shaped Buxus spheres; 50 years old and meticulously shaped for the show. 

Charlie explained that ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿŜǊŜ Ψlet ƎƻΩ ŀƴŘ then cut off low allowing them to regenerate with 

constant light tipping to increase density, whilst shaping. 

Sunny Ψǘ-shirt weatherΩ had become a desired day on the arrival of our espalier oak hedge. Quite 

unusual; the design incorporated them to frame up the garden around the outer edge. They were 

unloaded in a line and ƭŜŦǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ care after a big gust of the UKΩǎ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ 

decided to show off, creating giant 3 m high dominoes! Soon enough one by one they were carefully 

placed around the landscape by a Telle-handler. I had the responsibility of selecting them one by 

one, then placing the best in focal points, before climbing up with a string line and secateurs to level 

the hedge as much as possible. This soon earnt me the nickname which has forever stuck called, 

ά{ǇŀǊǊƻǿέ όƎǳŜǎǎ LΩƳ a little small!). 

 Over the next two weeks the garden was really springing into life with many of the plants arriving. 

Including many Aussie natives attracting the UK horticulturalists attention with Westringias, 

Polygalas and the show stopping African Proteas. 

Larger trees and shrubs were first placed and planted with the aid of machines, whilst smaller 

plantings were placed and planted afterwards after consolidating positions. 

The design incorporated some amazing feature trees such as a Magnolia which had amazed us all by 

having both bud and flower after being wrapped upon a long lorry trƛǇ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ /ƘŀǊƭƛŜΩǎ ǇǊƛȊŜŘ 

Ficus nŀƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ άǘǊŜŜ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜέ ŀǎ ƛǘǎ ƎƴŀǊƭy trunk protruded through an old tree stump. 

One of the largest specimens however did not turn up as brilliant. As we were informed a mature 

Zelkova serrata had very little leaf and an amount of dead wood. With 8 days till judging the 

pressure was on the girls to get it looking its best for show time. And so regular doses of liquid 

fertiliser was applied to both roots and leaves to encourage leaf growth. 

The only other task was to remove the dead wood. And so, with a cherry picker and a trusty pair of 

secateurs I was guided up and around the tree looking at the shape and removing all of the dead tips 

and wood. Up at around 40ft my smile could be seen all the way from ground level! 
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With most of the plants arriving, including many I commonly have in my own garden, it became a 

humbling yet very surreal experience to be planting them at a world renowned flower show. 

Plants were now able to be planted after careful consideration with regards to how the garden 

would be judged. It was a great experience for me as I learnt that there was not only aesthetic, but 

practical elements to consider too. 

And whilst the days progressed, so did the rainy weather (although not so bad as it saved us a job 

watering). As of 8pm May 14th, planting was complete! This led to detailing in which the whole team 

applied finishing touches of mulching, laying pebble and believe ƛǘ ƻǊ ƴƻǘΧƭŜŀŦ ǇƻƭƛǎƘƛƴƎΗ 

Day 18 Saturday 16th May the chaos of the Chelsea flower show slowed down and the garden was 

finished! It was stunning to see the end product and the transformation over such a short period of 

time. We managed to leave the ground and took a pleasant hour to walk the streets of Chelsea and 

London, wearing pretty dirty high-visibility clothes, in search of a pub (not having to walk too far) to 

celebrate our achievement in bringing this incredible design to life and celebrate being part of it! As 

the following day it would be pre-judged.  

Press Day then arrived, bringing with it a circus of VIPS and camera crews. All were invited to view 

the garden, we welcomed the media and judges as they moved through the space. Three separate 

BBC crews visited and filmed our garden, which was fantastic to watch. Even the Queen visited and 

viewed our garden! 

This day was amazing. James Wong-Horticultural TV personality; also made a visit. The boys of the 

crew figured out I was particularly fond of him; So Simon Conway sneakily invited him for a surprise 

visit! I was slightly embarrassed when he greeted me by my new shocking nick name, but ecstatic all 

the sameΗ IŜ ǎƘƻƻƪ ƘŀƴŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ άƴƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ȅƻǳ {ǇŀǊǊƻǿΗέ Later on he personally 

signed and delivered his new and unreleased book to me. A terrific guy and an absolutely brilliant 

day!! 

And after some nervous touch-ups and nail-biting, the judges came iƴǘƻ /ƘŀǊƭƛŜΩǎ ƎŀǊŘŜƴΦ On the first 

official day of the show medals were announced. The whole crew met outside the gate to receive 

the results together. With the envelope nervously opened by Charlie we received a Silver-Gilt medal. 

An amazing and overwhelming feat for us all. 

Now came time to enjoy our placing and the show. Spending the next week, we chatted to intrigued 

visitors about the show garden. The response from the crowd was heart-warming. 161,000 people 

visited each day and it was unlike anything I was prepared for. And although pleased for a break, it 

was nice to get my hands dirty again! 

On Saturday, the last day of the show at 4PM, a bell rang out through the grounds and caused a mad 

flurry of rushing people. This meant that the plant sell-off was underway. No sooner than this, a 

crowd began around our garden with many people bartering for plants. It was like the chaos of the 

stock exchange! With Mick standing on a pile of pots, top hat on; he was directing proceedings while 

the rest of the crew pulled out plants in exchange for cash. It was a terrible, yet very funny 

ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΤ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ŘƛƎƎƛƴƎ ǳǇ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǇƻǘǎΦ aǳǎǘΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ quite a 

sight to see people dash home with loads of plants under their arms, especially on the tube! 

The 7 AM start the following day after the show, was admittedly, a little disheartening. Having to 

pull out all our hard work in just three short daysΣ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ Ŝŀǎȅ. With most plants gone, it became a 

very easy, but sad job; also realising this once in a life- time experience was finally coming to an end 
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and I would have to say goodbye to the crew. Never-the- less, I am certainly grateful and 

unbelievably stoked to have been a part of it; making lifelong friends. 

 

  

Charlie Albone in his constructed garden                                                             Silver guilt award 2015! 

  

Buxus spheres  

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

                         Myself and James Wong. 

The one and only Mick 
Conway  

Tree of Life  

Up in the cherry picker  
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The final tweaking for judging day.              With Graham Ross.  

 

RHS WISLEY GARDENS 

Shortly after Chelsea, I made a trip 

South-West of London to the Royal 

IƻǊǘƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ CƭŀƎǎƘƛǇ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ- 

Wisley. 

What felt like a chilly, Aussie ǿƛƴǘŜǊΩǎ 

day, ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ¦YΩǎ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ Řŀȅ 

of summer! And also became my first 

day of work experience in their trials 

and propagation sectors. It proved to 

be a great learning experience for me; 

focusing on horticultural science and production (both of which are great passions of mine) which I 

enjoyed expanding on. 

In the short week that I spent there I began on the trials team and became quite intrigued with their 

!Da ƻǊ !ǿŀǊŘ ƻŦ DŀǊŘŜƴ aŜǊƛǘΤ ŀ ǎȅƳōƻƭ ƻŦ ŀ ǇƭŀƴǘΩǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǊŜƭƛŀōƛƭƛǘȅ in the garden; providing a 

guide to the consumer. 

According to the RHS, an AGM can be awarded to a plant that is: 

-Readily available 

-Of good constitution 

-Stable in growth habit and colour 

-Reasonably resistant to pest and disease 

-Excellent for ordinary use in appropriate conditions. 

(A good feat; particularly if you are the grower/breeder of the plant). 

Awards are given after a trial period at a RHS garden (usually Wisley) after they are judged by forum 

committees with extensive knowledge in the particular plant species field. All kinds of plants are 

trialled from ornamentals, to fruits and vegetables; with the AGM list currently including more than 

7 500 plants. 


