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Introduction 

From the 19th of May to the 6th of June I travelled to London and Manchester to 

experience a different environment of musical interpretation and performance. 

During the duration of my stay in London, I stayed near the Royal College of Music 

and took masterclasses from Mrs. Amanda Truelove. Similarly, when I travelled to 

Manchester, I had the fortune to be able to take lessons from Mrs. Hannah Roberts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Description 

London 

I arrived at Heathrow Airport on the 21st of May and immediately made my way to 

Kensington Chelsea where the Royal College was situated. I have to thank my good 

friend Johanna Blake, also a past BBM Scholarship recipient who currently studies at 

the Royal College for basically being my tour guide around London. For the first 3 

days of my time in London I stayed at the Eden Plaza situated on the two streets 

away from the Royal College. Though small in size, the accommodation was 

extremely clean and well kept and I would recommend it steadfastly to anyone 

travelling to London in the future. That day I got a nice tour of the Royal College of 

Music courtesy of Johanna. Like London in general, the College and its surroundings 

conveyed a sense of history, from the multitudes of Gothic-white buildings I walked 

past to the cobblestone streets. One such building which still sticks in my memory is 

the Royal Albert Hall, situated near the Royal College, it is the venue in which most of 

the local performances are held, including operas, ballets and orchestral concerts. I 

was lucky enough that Johanna was willing to lend me her cello for a few days so I 

could practice for my lesson with Mrs. Amanda Truelove on the 24th of May. That 

day, I played the 3rd movement of the Kodaly Solo Cello Sonata and the 3rd 

movement of the Locatelli Cello Sonata for her. I found that the style of teaching to 

be quite different in that she encouraged a more personal pursuit of taste, focusing 

on the minute details in from the perspective of the piece as a whole. She also 

focused on stringently following the instructions laid down by the composer which I 

am sad to admit that I often deviated from. I learnt a lot from that lesson, first and 

foremost the importance of relaxing myself and hence the sound coming from the 

cello, also allowing longevity in cello playing, not plagued by the usual aches and 

pains string players get after a lifetime of musical endeavours.  After the lesson, I had 

the fortune of listening to the recitals of cello students in their final year at the Royal 

College play a wide range of music from Bach suites to Brahms Sonatas and Ligeti 

Solo Sonatas. I also got time to explore the nearby Imperial College and it was a 

welcomed distraction from the plethora of musical activities. 

 

 

 



 

 

Manchester 

On the 27th of May, I travelled to Manchester via train from the London Euston 

station. On a separate note, London felt obscenely huge compared to Sydney, which 

was another surprising experience for me, seeing the numerous people clustered 

around the station waiting for different train lines all across Europe. Similarly to 

London, I am very thankful for the help given to me during my stay in Manchester 

from my good friend Wayne Kwon, another recipient of the BBM scholarship in the 

past, not only showing me around Manchester but also lending me his cello for 

masterclasses with his teacher Mrs Hannah Roberts. I stayed exclusively at the 

(hotel) in Manchester and it was to my satisfaction very clean and the room was 

quite spacious. Hence, I would recommend this accommodation to anyone wishing 

to travel to Manchester and the Royal Northern College of Music. The only 

disadvantage is that it’s quite far from the College itself, around a 20 min walk. 

Manchester felt more akin Sydney than London did, with a plethora of skyscrapers 

and shopping malls littering its streets. I remember most vividly the dinner I had with 

Wayne on the first night where we had steak and barramundi at an Australasian 

restaurant. I had my lesson with Mrs Hannah Roberts on the 2nd of June, whilst her 

advice on the importance of detail and looking past the normal problems of 

intonation, rhythm was quite similar to that of Mrs Truelove, she also provided a 

different interpretation of each phrase and told me to analyse it myself and choose 

which option was best for myself and the piece. Similarly, I played both the Kodaly 

and Locatelli cello sonata for her. What I learnt most 

profusely from Mrs Roberts was her emphasis on detail, 

especially in the realm of sound, from the amount and 

type of vibrato to the pressure of the bow on the string. 

What she really hammered into me was the importance 

of portraying the style of each piece authentically, for 

example in the Locatelli Cello Sonata, a firm yet carefree 

sound had to be maintained, achieved by a more flowing 

use of the bow even in fast sections. 

 



Conclusion 

I feel like I have learnt a lot from this trip to London and Manchester, not only in 

musical terms in understanding more about how to improve and self-learn, but also 

how to be truly independent as a person. I organised my accommodation and 

activities throughout the trip on my own and am quite surprised that things turned 

out as smoothly as it did. I would highly recommend London and Manchester as 

places to visit to a prospective BBM recipient not only for an entirely new musical 

experience but also for the physical one as well. The difference in culture is quite 

noticeable, especially the custom where strangers stare at you as if you don’t belong, 

that’s how close-knit their community is. Even though my nice friends Johanna and 

Wayne were kind enough to lend their instruments for me to play on, I would 

recommend bringing your own instrument if you are not travelling alone, as getting 

used to foreign instruments was really quite hard for me and I imagine for others as 

well.  

 

 

 


