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BBM Youth Support and WorldSkills Australia first partnered in 
2000 to select and grant young and talented competitors with 
BBM Youth Support Awards for Skilled Futures. The participants 
travel to the UK to participate in a two-week leadership 
development course followed by four weeks of international work 
experience. This amazing experience is designed to help 
enhance the participants’ career prospects and provide them 
with invaluable international experience in their respective trades 
and skills. 

 

 

Peter Ives - Carpentry 
 

“The leadership course was excellent. I feel as if those 
activities and the experience and teaching techniques of 
Steve and Paul was of most benefit in curving my thought 
processes and it helped me think about the important 
aspects of being an effective and competent leader. Which I 
am hoping will help me become more skilled and further my 
career in Australia. 

I have been working for a commercial building company in 
London called Gilbert Ash, the building is a foetal medicine 
clinic. I have been doing site set out, auto-cad, carpentry and 
shadowing the site supervisor, site engineer and site 
manager to observe the way that they deal with their 
subcontractors and the way the resolve common building 
problems.  

It has been very good to see the construction industry from another country and in 
particular the diversity in the nationalities and personalities of the tradesmen on site.” 
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Trent Yeo – Autobody Repair 
 
“The course itself was great I had an awesome time fitting in 
as much as we possibly could in the time we had, met some 
great people that I'm bound to catch up with in the future 
sometime.  

If I could change anything about the course I'd would make it 
longer just to get more out of it and move it to a summer 
place where it doesn't rain every day, but for the most part it 
was the best thing I’ve ever done. I learnt a lot about myself 
and how to deal with other people’s strengths and 
weaknesses. 

My work experience is car restorations about an hour and a 
half north east of London and its similar work from what I did 
back home all the metal work side of it. 

It’s pretty similar to the work I do in Australia, apart from where I am now is a lot 
better quality and bigger clients who don't mind what they spend and the shop its self 
is a lot bigger where we do the whole thing from start to finish and roughly 15-20 
people work there.” 

 

 

Natahlia Brandt - Floristry  

 
“I have been working at the Studio florist in Kensington as 
previously notified. I have been there for about a week and a 
half now and I'm learning quite a bit. As it’s a studio florist, 
they only do flowers for hotels, corporate areas, events and 
weddings, so I have already learnt so much about managing 
teams of various sizes on industry-related projects. I have 
also been able to utilize some of the skills I learnt on the 
Leadership course.  

Regarding the Leadership course, it was amazing! There 
was a mixture in what I learnt - some of it was new, some 
clarified what I partially knew and the remainder was hands 
on and visual learning of new and partially new information. 
The activities in the course definitely took me out of my 
comfort zone; however I was grateful when allowances were 
very easily made due to complete physical in-capabilities.  

Our Mission Performance Leaders were amazing! They had a massive job looking 
out for all of the team and keeping us on track. Both of the Mission Performance 
Leaders were very free with their knowledge, which was fantastic as we could soak 
up information about survival skills, team leading in other situations, nature, 
personalities and so many other topics. If given the opportunity to complete this 
course again, I would definitely take the opportunity!” 
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Harley Clements - Signage 
 
“To say the least, the BBM course was one of the best 
things I've done. 

 

The biggest highlight for me was definitely climbing Mt 
Snowdon. That was much crazier than I had expected, in 
fact crazier than anyone had first thought. It was great to 
spend the time hanging out and getting to know all the 
other team mates, and especially listening to Steve and 
Paul’s crazy stories. Those guys are quite inspiring! After 
the 8 days we were all best of mates. I learned so much 
and would do it again at the drop of a hat.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Ellie Savige - Graphic Design 
 
I was able to learn a new skill set in digital designing and 
web based knowledge which will benefit my career. Working 
under Dan at Printed.com, we were able to bounce ideas off 
each other and even teach each other different skills from 
our different design backgrounds. I was involved in weekly 
marketing meetings, which we would discuss monthly 
revenue targets, upcoming campaigns and inform our team 
members of our current projects. An area of business I’m not 
involved with at my workplace. Working with a close-knit 
team has allowed me to grow a greater appreciation of team 
ethics and communication within the workplace.  

I can now appreciate the emphasis made on the work 
experience component of the BBM Youth Support Award. It 
has been an opportunity to compare and contrast the 
industry on an international platform as well as gain valued experience abroad, be 
exposed to new skills and create professional connections. The UK is a great 
gateway to Europe and with the ability to travel during my time has also had a big 
impact on my whole experience. I would strongly encourage all future medal 
recipients at the 2016 National WorldSkills Competition to apply for this scholarship - 
It has opened up many great career opportunities, I’ve made an amazing bond with 
the BBM group and had experiences that I’ll look back on for the rest of my life.” 

Although It’s almost time to head back to Australia - this four months abroad has 
enabled me to learn a lot about myself, make informed decisions, become even 
more inspired by design, evolve a passion for marketing and gain personal and 
professional development - through travel and work. 

I am working at an amazing company in Central London and following my dreams. I 
look forward to seeing what the next 12 months has to bring - as this past 12 months 
has been life changing.” 
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Byron Allsopp – Butchery 

 
“The BBM leadership course was a true once in a lifetime 
opportunity. I feel so lucky and privileged to be a part of it. 
Being thrown into a team of 16 others that you don't know, 
then performing team activities together, you really do learn 
a lot about not just teamwork and leadership, but yourself as 
a person.  

The course has opened my eyes about teamwork. I’ve 
always been involved in team and leadership roles in my 
life; the mission performance team gives you a different way 
of looking at things and communicating with people. In 
conclusion the course was very valuable to me, and you 
can’t put a value on the good times and friendships we all 
made by the end of it which I'm sure will stand the test of 
time. I give the course 9 out of 10. It would have been a 
solid 10 I thought if we could have a few more days of 
activities. 

The work experience I am undertaking is at Bradwell Butchery in Norfolk, Owned 
and operated by the Edmonds Family. Working here has provided me with not only a 
new insight on customer needs, but a different variety of products and very different 
styles and techniques of production.  

The Edmonds family has also been very kind to me. They’ve shown me around, 
taken me to motorcycle meets and hunting trips, also providing me with full 
accommodation. Mr Edmonds is a chairman of the butcher Q guild here in the UK. 
He has asked me to do a presentation at the next staff meeting, with the ambition of 
hopefully motivating his butchering team from a somewhat snail pace, and also 
another presentation at the next Q guild conference.” 

 

 

 

Jarrad Wardle - Painting & Decorating  

“The course was amazing & really mentally/physically 
challenging at times. Our guides were the best guys and 
were both truly inspirational. It really helped me identify 
where my weaknesses might be when working with certain 
types of people and where my strengths are and how to 
adapt to different people with different personalities to work 
in a team environment. 

I don't think I would have changed anything, looking back I 
can't really remember a bad time I had besides getting the 
cramps on that mountain – but all worth it in the end.” 
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Jed Sparks - Construction Steel Work 

 
“We knew going over there the leadership program was a 
good opportunity and it lived up to all our expectations, it 
was really incredible. 

Finally I’ve found work experience and started today at a 
company called Barnshaws steel bending, which is the 
largest steel bending, forming and shaping company in the 
UK. I'm at their Manchester factory and will probably get 2 
weeks’ worth of work experience out of them.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Tom Meyers - Carpentry 

“The whole BBM Youth Support experience was absolutely 

amazing. The Mission Performance team leaders Steve 

and Paul were very well respected by everyone as they 

had some of the most interesting stories I have ever heard. 

I thoroughly enjoyed every activity and challenge that was 

thrown at us. They each had their own unique way of 

teaching us leadership skills that I believe will be very 

helpful in my future career. The only downfall was that 

there wasn't enough time. 

My work experience didn't really get off to a good start. I 

quickly learnt that working in London that you had to find 

the right employer. After a couple of days searching for 

work I found another employer in the north London area 

that was very interested in what I could offer and was willing to give me as much 

work as I wanted, even to the point that I was offered a job if I wish to return. 

Throughout my time with this company I was working on terrace refurbishments. This 

was very interesting as it is a sector of the industry that I don't have any experience 

in. The methods of construction in London are very different to what was used to. It 

was interesting to use a lot of different products to what I am used to back home. 

There was definitely some innovations that I think are done better in the UK but there 

is also a lot of things that I would prefer to do the way that I'm used to.  

All in all it has been a great opportunity to gain some career and leadership skills as 

well as some great friends and some awesome travel experiences. I am very grateful 

for what opportunities Worldskills & BBM has given me and I will be recommending 

anyone to do it.” 
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Oliver Baker - Cabinet Making 

 
“I am probably mimicking a lot of response when I say the 
Mission Performance course was one of the best 
experiences of my life. All of the challenges pushed you in 
different ways. Some of the more physical activities like 
the mountain biking and hiking.  

The task I found most challenging mentally was the rock 
climbing. It was something I would never have put my 
hand up for but I felt like I had to make the most of 
everything they offered. It was really great the way the 
group all bonded very quickly and I hope I see as many 
people as I can again during my stay here. 

Today was my first day of work. I have been peaking with 
Heath, the co-director of Mark Asplin Whiteley. They plan 
to ease me into work there. Just so I can find my feet with 
all the machinery and they can gauge my ability. Heath 
mentioned the possibility of me doing site work also, which 
would involve traveling because none of their clients are from Whitby. I think most of 
the work is in London with the occasional job going overseas. 

The work they undergo here is really high end. They ask for the highest quality and I 
was very nervous if I would fit in or not. After my first day though I am very confident 
I will be able to do any job they ask as there are many craftsmen here all willing to 
pass on their knowledge and help me achieve.” 

 

Gemma Edwards - Hairdressing  

“The camp was very challenging at times and forced me to 
push myself, the team building was fun and you could 
definitely see us starting to form a team just after a few 
days. The guides Paul and Steve were amazing, the camp 
wouldn't have been the same without them, and they 
helped and guided us, while also having a good time and 
bonding with all of us as well.  

My first 2 weeks of work placement was at brooks and 
brooks hairdressing in London, the first few days were very 
challenging, I arrived and the owners and managers 
weren't working that day and no one knew I was coming so 
being completely out of my comfort zone that pushed me a 
little more. The salon was a lot bigger than the one I work 
in with 35 staff. 

The next 2 weeks I was in Reds Hair Company in Ross on 
Wye, this was a bigger salon to what I have back home with 16 staff. What I learnt 
most out of the salon was confidence in myself again but in my teaching, I had stuff 
to share and pass on to others and I was able to in a way they understood.  

Over all I am so glad I got confidence out of both salons, in my industry you can 
have skills but a lot is confidence and competence.” 

 

 



BBM Youth Support Skilled Futures Awardees 

 

Page | 7 
 

Kane Girard - Auto Electrical  
 
“I found the complete course literally pushed you to your 
mental and physical limits. Even when not doing activities 
i.e. even when doing shopping, cooking dinner, cleaning, 
living in the same household as others to be designed to 
incorporate team building, decision making and leadership 
skills at almost all times. As for the activities we 
participated in, they surpassed my expectations by a long 
way!  

Prior to course and hearing the activities ahead I thought it 
would be physical, but being a sporty person myself I 
thought it wouldn’t be too hard, was I wrong! To put one 
activity into perspective the rock climbing, my first time in 
an aeroplane I jumped out of it skydiving and the rock 
climbing activity surpassed that experience by a long way.  

As the course concluded and we shared our last dinner 
with Steve and Paul it was a sad experience as when you share so many life 
changing experience’s with a group of people you create a bond and especially with 
the two guys leading you through it.  

I would have to say Steve and Paul would have to be two of the most inspirational 
and courageous guys I ever meet. I would like to say thank you to Mission 
Performance, BBM Youth Support and WorldSkills Australia for the opportunity to 
partake in this life changing experience.” 

 

 

Mitchell Cook – Plastering 
 

“When I was told that I got the scholarship to do the BBM 
Youth Support course I was mixed with emotion, leaving 
my girlfriend, family and friends to go to the other side of 
the world with a group of tradesmen I had never met 
before, I was scared and nervous. But on the other hand I 
was excited as it was a once in a lifetime sort of 
experience!  

I'm terrible with names and am quite reserved and quiet 
when I first meet people, so to be thrown into this only 
knowing Oliver it was a little scary. 

The funny thing with this course is, it doesn't just test you 
in the activities but it is like the whole time you are being 
taught life lessons, just with living with others and making 
decisions about dinner and cleaning.  

The activities we got to do were unbelievable, I HATE 
heights and to be up on a rock during the coasteering was one of the most terrifying 
things I've done, but that's what the course is designed to do and I had no choice but 
to do it! And it turned out to be one of the best things I've done! 

Thank you world skills and BBM Youth Support for allowing such an amazing 
experience! Something I will never forget!!” 
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Jake Barton - Mechatronics  

“I initially struggled to secure work experience in the UK, 
and the work that I was promised through Downunder 
Tradies Group didn’t work out for me but a few months 
after travelling the UK and Europe I was able to get a job 
as an industrial electrician for one of UK's biggest electro 
mechanical services companies. We work on all Thames 
water sites (largest service in UK) I'm located in London, 
greenford but work in and around the city as well as 
surrounding country suburbs. 

It’s been really good and interesting work. 

I’ve been very lucky to have secured this scholarship and 
so grateful to have experienced all the things that have 
come from it.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Julia Wood - Fashion Technology 
 
“I am working for a company called; Saloni London 
Fashion label as a Production Manager Intern Assistant, 
Mon-Fri for a 2 Month Period. I have been doing tasks 
such as: 

•             Measuring pre-production garment samples 

•             Update specification sheets for manufacturers 

•             Assist in fittings 

•             Update trade sketches using illustrator 

•             Tracing off patterns for manufacturers 

•             Fabric quality checks 

•             Trims sourcing   

•             Quality checks 

•             Costing 

 

I think the leadership course was a really good experience. I found all the activities 
made you feel quite accomplished after achieving them and made it feel 
possible/want to do more with yourself.” 

 

 


