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Fast-tracking the education and 
experience of future leaders

Since 1983 BBM Youth Support Awards have 
provided financial assistance to over 1000 
talented young Australians to further their 
education and experience overseas.
 
We offer them a life-changing experience 
that gives our future leaders access to 

tuition from internationally renowned experts. They also have opportunities 
to learn, experience and perform on a bigger stage whilst developing 
extensive international networks to help them excel in their chosen field.

The impact of the BBM Youth Support Awards program on the broader 
community is immeasurable. Many of our award recipients are household 
names while others become inspirational ‘quiet achievers’. But they all have 
one thing in common. They return to Australia with the drive to share their 
knowledge and enthusiasm within their professions and their communities. 
They are the mentors, role models, teachers and employers of the future. 
They inspire the next generation of young people to follow their dreams.

In today’s dollars, BBM Youth Support has invested over $7 million in the 
development of Australian Youth over the last 30 years through the awards 
program.

BBM Youth Support Awards reach across a wide range of categories including 
the arts, agriculture and trades and inspire young people from all walks of 
life. If you share our passion for supporting Australian youth, contact us to 
contribute towards these life changing opportunities.

We would like to express our thanks to our host at
NSW Parliament House, Mr. Matt Kean MP, 

Member for Hornsby, Parliamentary Secretary to the Treasurer

Brochure.indd   1 25/10/16   9:34 pm



2BBM Youth Support Awards 2016/17 | 

The story behind the award
In 2014 we reconnected with Ben Madden. 
A cabinetmaker by trade, Ben received 
a BBM Youth Support award in 1997. He 
spent a year in the UK, including time at 
one of England’s finest bespoke cabinet 
makers and designers, Mark Asplin 
Whiteley Ltd, before returning to Australia 
and setting up his own business.

Ben has fond memories of that formative 
experience in the UK and was keen to see if 
there was a way he could give back to BBM 
Youth Support. From that initial contact the 
idea to create a simple, but elegant award 

crafted from Australian Jarrah was developed.

The awards we are presenting tonight were made by young apprentice 
cabinetmakers at Capital Veneering, Ben’s business based in 
Queanbeyan, ACT.

We thank Ben for the donation of time to make these awards and his 
ongoing support for the awards program and BBM Youth Support.
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Agriculture
Danielle Blanch
Award for Agriculture in honour of Lord Forres
Recommender – Tocal College

Danielle is currently completing her certificate IV and Diploma 
in Agriculture at Tocal Agricultural College. 

“In a world that is always changing, sustainable practices 
and techniques are an essential element for this industry to 
continue to thrive. With opportunities this Award presents I 
believe that one day I can become a part of this industry and 
hopefully add a piece to the foundations of an industry that 
each and every person depends on.”

Gabrielle Robinson
Award for Agriculture
Recommender – Tocal College

Gabrielle is currently completing her certificate IV and Diploma 
in Agriculture at Tocal Agriculture College.

“I would love to work in the beef industry as well as working in 
the Agronomy sector as I am currently studying breeding and 
genetics, cropping, soils, weeds/past/diseases and pastures at 
college and I have a real interest in all of these subjects.”

The 2016/17 BBM Youth 
Support Awardees
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Ballet
Maeve Nolan
Award for Ballet
Recommender – Cecchetti 
Ballet of Australia

Maeve has been studying various dance styles since the age 
of 5, with Ballet always being her favourite. Maeve will be 
furthering her Ballet studies whilst in the UK and auditioning 
at schools such as The English National Ballet and The Royal 
Ballet.

“My dream is to secure a place at the Royal Ballet School to 
further my training.”

Cameron Holmes
Award for Ballet
Recommender – Cecchetti 
Ballet of Australia

Cameron is currently studying full-time Ballet at the Tanya 
Pearson Classical Coaching Academy. Cameron will be 
broadening his training and auditioning at highly regarded 
ballet companies throughout the UK and Europe. 

“The BBM Youth Support Award, will give me the opportunity 
to pursue my dreams and follow my chosen career path as a 
classical dancer.”
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Anastasia McDonald-Spicer
Award for Ballet
Recommender – The Australian Ballet School

Anastasia has completed her Advanced Diploma of Dance 
and is currently in her graduating year completing a Graduate 
Diploma in Classical Ballet at The Australian Ballet School.

Anastasia will be using her Award to audition and attend 
company classes at the Northern Ballet, Scottish National 
Ballet, Birmingham Royal Ballet and English National Ballet.

Drama
Amanda Sullo
Award for Drama
Recommender - PACT

Amanda took Theatre and Performance Studies as a minor 
whilst studying a Bachelor of Media at the University of NSW. 
She is now a core member of the PYT Ensemble and is also an 
independent freelance performer for theatre and film.
 
“The chance to travel to the UK and take up these professional 
development opportunities would enhance my current 
practice as an actor and theatre devisor, offer me incredible 
networking opportunities and provide me with new skills 
and confidence to realise my potential and dream of being a 
professional theatre artist.”
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Giorgia Scott
Award for Drama
Recommender - NIDA

Giorgia is completing her last year at the National Institute of 
Dramatic Art undertaking her Bachelor of Fine Arts (Acting) – 
Studio Major in Musical Theatre.

Giorgia plans to spend 3-4 weeks in London completing short 
courses and observing the Theatre life in London and some 
time at Edinburgh Festival shows.

“I would be incredibly grateful and blessed to share the 
knowledge and skill I gain with like-minded, creative 
individuals.”

Highland Dancing
Ava Tollard
Award for Highland Dancing
Recommender – NSWSCHDI

Ava is a Premier Highland Dancer who has been selected and 
performed with Ozscot Australia.

“My ultimate goal and dream is to be able to attend a Highland 
Dancing school in England and Scotland, to dance, perform and 
compete there.”

Ava wants to perform in competitions and performances 
around Scotland and England and has made arrangements to 
be involved in Youth Activities with Deaf Action.
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Horticulture
Jack Hutchinson
Award for Horticulture in honour of Sir John Pagan
Recommender – Australian Institute of Horticulture

Jack has a certificate III in Urban Horticulture and has on the 
job training in the form of full time work accompanied by part 
time TAFE study.

Jack will be getting work experience at the Chelsea Flower 
Show, The Royal Parks of London, Honeysuckle Gardens and 
The Tatton Park Flower Show.

Jazz
Michael Avgenicos
Award for Jazz
Recommender – Judy Bailey OAM

Michael graduated with his Bachelor of Music (Jazz 
Performance) in April 2016 from the Sydney Conservatorium of 
Music. 

“Through my four years of study at the Conservatorium, as 
well as my own initiative, I have been fortunate to experience 
upcoming musicians in Australia and the USA. I also love 
sharing my passion, knowledge and skills with school students 
and the greater community through teaching, composing and 
performing.”
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Music
Benjamin Heim
Award for Music in honour of Prof. Warren Thomson - 
Composer
Recommender - Simon Tedeschi

Benjamin has received his Bachelor of Music with First Class 
Honours, Majoring in Music Composition. Ben will be taking 
classes at the Royal College of Music in London.

“A BBM Youth Support Award would be invaluable to me in 
achieving my goal of studying a Masters of Music in London.”

Joshua Oxley
Award for Music - Voice
Recommender - Simon Tedeschi

Joshua has completed an undergraduate degree of vocal 
performance at the Sydney Conservatorium of Music. 

“A dream of mine is to study at the Guildhall School of 
Music with David Pollard. I would also love to pursue study 
with Dennis O’Neill (a great tenor in his own career as well 
as an established teacher) in Cardiff to secure technical 
development.”
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Cindy Chau
Award for Music – Violin
Recommender - Simon Tedeschi

Cindy achieved her AmusA and LmusA with Distinction by 
the age of thirteen and is an emerging artist with the Sydney 
Symphony Sinfonia.

“This opportunity to travel to the UK would be an extremely 
rewarding and enriching experience that would allow me 
to explore another world of music making. The institutions 
I will audition for are The Royal College of Music, The Royal 
Academy of Music and The Royal Northern College of Music.”

Amy Huang
Award for Music – Violin
Recommender - Simon Tedeschi

Amy has achieved her LmusA with Distinction and AmeB 
musicianship 6th grade (Distinction). 

Amy will be auditioning as well as receiving lessons at The 
Royal College of Music and The Royal Academy of Music. 

“The standard of all students there is very high and there is a 
very strong tradition in chamber and orchestral playing that 
would be so beneficial for me. These schools produce some 
of the best musicians in the world and I aspire to learn in this 
environment.
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Plain English Speaking
Luke Macaronas
Award for Plain English Speaking in honour of Tom Gunning
National PESA Winner

Luke was the winner of the National Plain English Speaking 
Award.

Luke will use his BBM Youth Support Award to travel to London 
in May 2017 and represent Australia as he competes at the 
International Plain English Speaking Awards.

Scottish Piping & Drumming
Harry Walters
Award for Scottish Piping & Drumming
Recommender – NSW Pipe Band Association

Harry is a grade 3 Piper with the Canberra Burns Club and has 
won a number of solo piping awards. In the future he would 
like to join the Canberra College of Piping & Drumming as an 
instructor to help people with a similar passion to achieve their 
goals.

Harry plans to travel to Glasgow and join a grade 2 band to 
compete with in competitions. He will also be receiving tuition 
from world class piper Finlay Johnson. Harry will also be 
competing in a number of solo piping competitions whilst over 
there.
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BBM Ltd,
Suite 406, 5 Hunter Street, Sydney, NSW 2000
(02) 9233 4005
www.bbm.asn.au
info@bbm.asn.au

          @BBMYouthSupport

BBMaustralia
changing lives

strengthening communities 

We would like to thank the following organisations that have 
generously supported BBM Youth Support throughout the year

	

Johnstone Haines & 
Fergusson
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