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Tuesday 15th Dec 2009 
 Our 1st day in London! The first thing we had to do was to get our bearings; work out how to 
use the tube, find our accommodation in Paddington and do some shopping! 
 Mum and I didn’t really have proper winter clothing so we began the search. We caught the 
tube to Oxford Circus and then wandered around the city from there. During the day we found 
ourselves in places like Piccadilly Circus, Trafalgar Square and Covent Garden, places only found on a 
Monopoly board! While we were in Covent Garden we dropped into the Opera House to see what 
was on. We bought tickets to the Royal Ballet’s performance of Les Patineurs and Tales of Beatrix 
Potter as well as a Backstage Tour. By the time we got back to the hotel we were exhausted.  
 
Wednesday 16th Dec 2009 
 After hardly sleeping on the plane we slept for nearly 14 hours and woke up to snow! Today 
we went into the city and found out where Pineapple Dance Studios are, we then decided to go to 
the National Art Gallery in Trafalgar Square. We saw paintings by Michelangelo, Leonardo Da Vinci, 
Van Gough, Monet and Cézanne, a collection that you just wouldn’t find in Australia. Afterwards we 
walked up Regent Street and went into the biggest toy store in Britain, Hamleys. 
 By the afternoon the snow had become quite heavy so Mum and caught the tube to 
Knightsbridge to go and have a look at the famous department store, Harrods. After a long day of 
walking we headed back to our hotel for the night. 
 
Thursday 17th Dec 2009 
 Today we spent the day in Hyde Park, we walked through ‘Winter Wonderland’, an area of 
Hyde Park with rides, ‘winter’ foods and an ice skating rink set up throughout winter each year. We 
sat and ate our lunch surrounded by squirrels. It was absolutely FREEZING! 
 We caught the train to Westminster and walked around Westminster Abbey. We then 
walked down the street to The Churchill Museum and Cabinet War Rooms. Here we walked through 
the underground headquarters of the British government’s fight against the Nazis. I found it very 
interesting, it showed us what life wound have been like living down there. We then walked around 
seeing sights such as Big Ben and Houses of Parliament then headed back to Paddington. 
 
Friday 18th Dec 2009 
 This morning I went to Pineapple Dance Studios and did two classes; a Contemporary Ballet 
with Tory, an Australian who danced with the Australian Ballet and Australian Dance Theatre before 
joining Nederlands Dance Theatre, and a Classical Ballet class with Roland Price, also an Australian 
who danced with the Royal Ballet. I enjoyed the classes a lot, the atmosphere was great and 
everybody was really nice. 
 After class Mum and I went to the British Museum, where the building itself is. We spent the 
rest of the day here although we only got through two sections; Ancient Egypt and Ancient Greece 
and Rome (I find ancient history very interesting and like to read everything). After leaving the 
museum at closing time we went to a cute little English pub for dinner. 
 
Saturday 19th Dec 2009 
 This morning we woke up later than usual to find that the days are getting colder. We spent 
the morning organising accommodation and travel for the rest of our trip. We then caught the train 
to King’s Cross Station and walked to the British. We went to the Comedy Theatre in Leicester 
Square, and got tickets to the play The Misanthrope, staring Damian Lewis and Keira Knightley.  
 
Sunday 20th Dec 2009 
 Today we packed up our stuff and moved to a house in Hammersmith that we were house-
sitting. We didn’t do much today, we were so exhausted from the busy week. 
 
 
 
 



Monday 21st Dec 2009 
 I went to Pineapple this morning. I did a Ballet class with Joan Hewson, she did a Cecchetti 
style class and instantly recognised that I was Cecchetti trained. I also did Roland Price’s Classical 
Ballet class again. Mum and I then went and had lunch at the Chandos, Opera Bar on Trafalgar 
Square. After lunch we went out into the square and saw that the fountains were freezing over. We 
then went to the National Portrait Galley, just off Trafalgar Square. 
 
Tuesday 22nd Dec 2009 
 Today I went to Pineapple again and did Joan Hewson and Roland Price’s Ballet classes. 
Afterwards Mum and I went shopping on Oxford and Regent Streets, all of the shops were packed of 
Christmas shoppers!  
 
Wednesday 23rd Dec 2009    
 As it’s so close to Christmas not many classes were on at Pineapple today but I did go and do 
Roland Price’s Ballet class. We spent most of the day in Covent. 
 
Thursday 24th Dec 2009 
 Christmas Eve. We lazed around during the middle of the day and then decided that we’d go 
to St Paul's Cathedral to listen to the carols. We caught the train to St Paul’s Station and found a 
queue to get into the carols that went all the way around to the back of the Cathedral, even though 
we got there a couple of hours before they started. Luckily it wasn’t too cold. St Paul’s is beautiful, 
it’s interior is very elaborate and it’s dome is 365-feet high. When we finally got inside, we nearly got 
to sit right under the dome. The sound was amazing and the choir was beautiful. 

 
Friday 25th Dec 2009 
 Christmas Day. We had a quite day; we rang home, opened our presents and cooked lunch. 
 
Saturday 26th Dec 2009 
 Boxing Day. Today we packed up our stuff and caught the train to Heathrow Airport where 
we picked up a hire car. We then did the four-hour drive to the West coast of Wales where we 
stayed with our friends on their farm. Many of the roads were very narrow with tall hedges on both 
sides but when you could see where you were the landscape was beautiful, big, green, rolling hills. 
 
Sunday 27th Dec 2009 
 Today we woke up and Caroline and Alice took us to New Quay, a Welsh seaside town. It was 
freezing but also beautiful and a lot different to the beaches in Australia, I definitely wouldn’t be 
swimming here! Tonight we had a homegrown dinner of pork and pheasant; their life style is 
completely different to mine. 
 
Monday 28th Dec 2009 
 We went for a walk on Penbryn beach today, I’d never thought I’d wear boots, jeans, and a 
big jacket to the beach! It was a really nice day with not a cloud in the sky. 
 
Tuesday 29th Dec 2009 
 Today we got up early and drove to Bath. We went to the Roman and Medieval Baths, in 
ancient Roman times, high society enjoyed the mineral springs at Bath and people used to come 
from all over the country to bathe in the waters that were thought to have special powers. I loved 
the history of the whole place. As usual I wanted to read everything and listen to all the information 
so we spent all day there. 
 
Wednesday 30th Dec 2009 
 Today we went to the Fashion Museum and then to the Royal Crescent and the Circus; these 
buildings date from the 1770’s and are both amazing sets of buildings. The rain was getting heavy 
and it was getting cold so we headed back to Wales. 
 
Thursday 31st Dec 2009 
 New Years Eve. Today we had a bit of a lazy day, hanging around the house. In the afternoon 
Mum and I drove to Cardigan and walked around the town. We watched the London fireworks on 
the TV (not as good as Sydney’s). 
 
 
 
 



Friday 1st Jan  2010 
 New Years Day. We got up to go and watch the meet this morning. This is a tradition in 
Wales where the hunt, a group of men and women on horses, use hounds to track down foxes. We 
watched everyone hop on their horses, let the hounds go and follow them down the road. I’d never 
seen anything like this before, it was amazing. Later in the afternoon it started to snow really 
heavily. We were supposed to be heading back to London tomorrow and by the time we went to bed 
the snow was already 6 inches. 
 
Saturday 2nd Jan 2010 
 This morning the snow was so deep that Andy had to use a tractor to dig our car out. We left 
the farm and headed back to London. The landscape looked beautiful covered in snow, a lot different 
than a couple of days ago when all the hills had been green. Once we’d dropped the car back we 
caught the tube back to Hammersmith where we were staying in a hotel. 
 
Sunday 3rd Jan 2010 
 Today we got up and caught the tube to Westminster to do a self-guided walk to Buckingham 
Palace. Our walk started on Westminster Bridge; from here we could see the Houses of Parliament, 
Big Ben and The London Eye. We continued on past Westminster Abbey and headed up Parliament 
Street. We stopped outside 10 Downing Street and then moved on to have a look at the 17th Century 
Banqueting House, which is England’s first Renaissance building. We then went to the Horses 
Guards, where the Changing of the Guards begins and coincidentally it was beginning so we stayed 
around to watch and then followed the horses all the way to Buckingham Palace. 

   
Monday 4th Jan 2010 
 This morning we went to the Natural History Museum, in South Kensington. Mum and I only 
had time to look at the dinosaurs, which were amazing and the human biology, which was very 
interesting, before we had to leave to go to our Royal Opera House tour. 
 The tour was very interesting, we learn all about the history of the Opera House and Opera 
Houses that stood on the land before. We got to have a look in the theatre, backstage, at the 
studios; where we saw artists from the Royal Ballet Company practising and where they make the 
props. Tonight we went to the movies and saw Sherlock Holmes, which was great, we recognised a 
lot of the buildings that we had recently seen around London. 
 
Tuesday 5th Jan 2010 
 Today classes started back at Pineapple Dance Studios, they were much bigger than before 
Christmas. I did Tory’s Contemporary Ballet and a Ballet class with Ian Knowles. 

We then headed to the Tate Modern across the river from St Paul’s, we walked along the 
Thames passing Shakespeare’s Globe and the Millennium Bridge. At the Tate we saw works by 
Monet, Matisse, Dali, Picasso, Warhol and many more. 
 
Wednesday 6th Jan 2010 
 I went to Pineapple again this morning and did Tory’s class as well as Ian Knowles. We then 
headed to the Science Museum, which is next door to the Natural History Museum. We had an early 
night ready for my first audition the next day. 
 
Thursday 7th Jan 2010 
 Today was my first audition, at Laban. We got up early and caught a train and a Docklands 
Light Rail to Cutty Sark Station, the weather was really bad. We got there just in time and started 
with a ballet class. We then had contemporary class and an improvisation class; there were about 45 
other people in the audition. The contemporary class was a different style than I am used to but I 
really liked it, the improvisation class was like nothing I’ve ever done before; we had to role along 
the ground, run across the room, work in partners and groups, I found it challenging but it was a lot 
of fun at the same time. All the kids were really nice so it was easy to work with them. After that we 
had a lunch and then a tour of the building. They have amazing facilities there; a huge library, a 
theatre that seats 300 people, physical therapy rooms, a Dance Science Laboratory, a large pilates 
studio and 13 dance studios. Afterwards we had interviews, which were short and sweet. Overall I 
think the day went really well. 
 We then headed up through the snow-covered park to The Royal Observatory Greenwich, 
located at the prime meridian, the point from which all time is measured. The view was spectacular! 
Freezing cold we headed back to Hammersmith. 
 
 
 



Friday 8th Jan 2010 
 This morning I went to Pineapple, did a Ballet class and then a class with Ian Knowles. 
Afterwards we headed to the British Museum again. This time we only got around one room; The 
Enlightenment Gallery. I found it all really interesting and we spent over 2 hours in this one room.  
 
Saturday 9th Jan 2010 
 Today I had my London Contemporary Dance School audition, I recognised a few people from 
my Laban audition. The building is very big, with a lot of corridors that all look the same, I wouldn’t 
have liked to get lost in there! First we had an improvisation/special awareness type class, where we 
found different ways to move around the room. We then did a ballet barre and a Cunningham style 
contemporary centre. After all of that every performed a quick one minute solo. I think that I 
performed quite well, I was really nervous though. 

After everyone had done their solo we had a quick lunch break and then were called back into 
the studio to hear who they wanted to see more of. Out of 44 people 8 people were asked to stay 
back and I was one of them! I was so happy. We had to go and see a physio and then wait around 
for an interview. I was so nervous in the interview and it seemed to go on forever. They asked me 
questions like; what do you know about the school? Why do you want to come here? What’s your 
favourite dance piece? etc. They also asked me if I wanted to come and watch some of their classes. I 
really like the school, the atmosphere was electric and really exciting. 

 
Sunday 10th Jan 2010 
 Today we had a lazy day, spent doing laundry, organising travel and accom and ringing home. 
 
Monday 11th Jan 2010 
 Today at Pineapple I did Joan Hewson’s class, there was a blackout and classes were called off. 
 
Tuesday 12th Jan 2010 
 Today I had my audition at Rambert School of Ballet and Contemporary Dance. It was a 
private audition so I joined in the first year’s classes. When I arrived they gave me a tour of the 
facilities including their five studios and studio theatre, library, pilates and therapy rooms. I then did 
the first years ballet class and Cunningham contemporary class as well as seeing the physio. I really 
enjoyed the contemporary class, I loved the movement and I didn’t find the ballet class to hard. I 
then had a quick interview and looked around the rest of the studios. The atmosphere at the school 
was really nice, everyone was friendly and I met an Australian who is a friend of a friend. 
 
Wednesday 13th Jan 2010 
 I woke up today and went to watch classes at LCDS, it was really interesting to watch, their 
ballet classes were quite easy while their contemporary classes were considerably harder. We went 
to Covent Garden to watch the Royal Ballet Company perform Les Patineurs and Tales of Beatrix 
Potter. The dancers, sets and costumes were amazing. We headed back home and finished packing 
ready to go to Paris the next day. 
 
Thursday 14th Jan 2010 
 We got up nice and early and caught the tube to St Pancras, where we would be catching the 
Eurostar. The train was really easy, we just went through the ticket barrier, had our passports 
stamped and hoped on the train. It was so fast, each time we went through a tunnel my ears would 
pop. The trip from London to Paris only took 2 hours 20, when we got there we were able to walk to 
our hotel, which was really nice! 
 After we’d figured our how to read the French train maps we got on the train to La Tour 
Eiffel. It was amazing, even Just standing underneath! We climbed up the tower, using the stairs, 
and spent hours taking in the beautiful view. The weather was really clear but also freezing so when 
we were shivering we made our way back down all of those stairs! 
 We grabbed a baguette for lunch then caught a train to Les Champs-Elysees and walked all 
the way down it to the Arc de Triomphe. We stood right under the Arc de Triomphe and looked up 
at the amazing piece of architecture. Mum and I walked up yet more stairs to stand on the top, the 
view was breathtaking and personally I think it was better than the Eiffel Tower. We spent ages up 
there, about an hour, taking in the view. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Friday 15th Jan 2010 
 This morning we caught the train to see Notre-Dame. I was amazed by the intricacy of the 
architect and the attention to detail. After walking through the cathedral we went up into the 
towers, we climbed up the 387 spiral steps to get to the top. The stonework up there was just as and 
all of the gargoyles had their own personality. After we’d finished taking in the view we made our 
way back down the stairs and to Le Louvre. The building looked magnificent as we approached it 
and walked down into the museum through the glass pyramid, every single room was beautiful. 
During the day we saw the Opera House and the Moulin-Rouge and it’s famous windmill. 
 
Saturday 16th Jan 2010 
 Today we caught the train to Montmartre, a small village overlooking Paris. We walked 
through the streets and the Cemetery where people such as Adolphe Adam, Leo Delibes, Edgar 
Degas and ballet dancers Vaslav Nijinsky, Marie Taglioni, Auguste Vestris are buried. 
 Next we went to Musee d’Orsay, a converted railway station, dedicated to all art forms. It 
serves as a chronological link between the Louvre and the Musee National d’Art Moderne. Mum and 
I spent the rest of the day here, we read absolutely everything. We saw works by impressionists such 
as Monet and Manet and work by Manet, Sisley, Renoir, Monet, Cezanne, Van Gogh and Degas. 
 
Sunday 17th Jan 2010 
 This morning we went to La Grande Arche de la Defence. As the weather was so nice we 
headed of on a self guided walk along the Seine and on the islands, where we saw Notre Dame from 
a different angle, the flower/bird market on place Louis Lepine, cute little French streets and river 
side shops. After lunch we walked to Centre Georges and then caught the Eurostar back to London. 

   
Monday 18th Jan 2010 
 Today we went to visit the Royal Ballet School, we had a tour around the amazing facilities 
and got to watch the 2nd years do ballet class, they also took as over to the Royal Opera House to 
watch rehearsals of Romeo and Juliet. 
 
Tuesday 19th Jan 2010 
 This morning we rang home, packed up again and made our way to Dundee, which was a 
journey! We caught the tube from Hammersmith to Victory Station then from there to Gatwick 
Airport where we hopped on a plane to Glasgow Airport in Scotland. From there we got on a bus to 
Queen Street Station then we finally caught a train to Dundee! We didn’t even get lost once!  
 
Wednesday 20th Jan 2010 
 After our journey yesterday we woke late and ‘explored’ Dundee, it was very cold and rainy. 
 
Thursday 21st Jan 2010 
 Today I had my Scottish School of Contemporary Dance audition, which was also a private 
one like at Rambert. We caught the bus to ‘The Space’ and I joined in the 3rd years ballet and 
contemporary classes. The exercises in the ballet class reminded me a lot of Cecchetti steps and I 
found the class really fun. The contemporary class was taken by and Australian women who jokingly 
asked me why I wanted to move to Dundee when I lived in Avalon! Her class was really fun and 
energetic with lots of fluid movements. After the classes I was shown their 4 studios and large 
theatre. I had a chat with the director; he offered me a place at the school, in 3rd year. 
 
Friday 22nd Jan 2010 
 We spent today travelling to Leeds, catching a train from Dundee to Edinburgh then one to 
York then another one to Leeds. Again we didn’t get lost. 
 
Saturday 23rd Jan 2010 
 I had my Northern School of Contemporary Dance audition today, there were about 40 other 
people. We started off with a ballet class in one of the studios, followed by a contemporary class on 
stage, that was really challenging but was heaps of fun with a lot of movement, which I really liked. 
We then showed our contemporary, after everyone had performed the teachers went to discuss 
whose solo they wanted to see again and whom they wanted to go and see the physio straight 
away. When they came back in they told me that they didn’t need to see my solo again but would 
like me to go and see the physio. I was so excited but also nervous, I went to see the physio and then 
had to wait around a very long time to see the teachers again for an interview. I went into the 
interview last and they asked me similar questions to LCDS, which I tried to answer intelligently. 
After the interview they immediately offered me a place at their school in 2nd year. This was so 
exciting, I love the school and there is so much dance in Leeds, it would be a great place to live. 



Sunday 24th Jan 2010 
 This morning we caught the train from Leeds to York. When we got to York we walked to 
York Minster, it is beautiful, and I think more magnificent than Notre Dame. After spending a lot of 
time at the Minster, Mum and I walked around the old streets of York.  
  
Monday 25th Jan 2010 
 Today we spent the morning at York Castle Museum. In the afternoon we went on a walk 
around York’s Wall and we had a great view of the town. 
 
Tuesday 26th Jan 2010 
 This morning we went to have a look at Holy Trinity Church. It was a cute little church and 
holds rare box pews on top of a floor that is sinking as bodies rot and coffins collapse, gruesome but 
very cool. We then caught the train back to London and went back to a hotel in Hammersmith.  
 
Wednesday 27th Jan 2010 
 Today I did Tory’s Contemporary Ballet class and Roland’s Ballet class at Pineapple. Mum and I 
then went to the British Museum for the third time and looked at the Living and Dying exhibition, 
which was really interesting. We then went back into the city and got some tickets to see Agatha 
Christie’s The Mouse Trap, the longest continuous running show in the world.  
 
Thursday 28th Jan 2010 

I went to Pineapple this morning and did Joan Hewson's and Roland Prices Ballet classes. 
Genki (also a winner of a BBM scholarship) was in Roland’s class so afterwards we went to the 
Chandos for lunch. We then spent the afternoon in Covent Garden and went to see the statue there 
of one of our teachers. 
 
Friday 29th Jan 2010 
 Today we caught the train to the airport to catch a plane to Geneve, from Geneva we got on 
a train to Lausanne. Lausanne is on a hill so we had to drag our suitcases up the steep hill to our 
hotel. After lunch we walked down to the lake, Lac Leman, it was very picturesque but absolutely 
freezing. When we were shivering and ominous clouds started closing in we caught the metro back 
up the hill to our hotel. 

 
Saturday 30th Jan 
 I had my audition at Ecole Rudra-Bejart today, where I joined in with the student’s ballet class 
including pointe work. It was a very challenging class and the teacher spoke only in French so a lot 
of the time I had to copy the other students and Luke (my friend who is currently at the school) 
helped me as well. I then had an interview with the director. 
 Afterwards we went and watched the Prix de Lausanne, all of the dancers were amazing! 
 
Sunday 31st Jan 2010 
 This morning we went made our way back to London, catching a train to Geneva and then a 
plane to Heathrow airport and the tube back to Hammersmith. 
 
Monday 1st Jan 2010 

I went to Pineapple this morning for the last time and did Joan Hewson's Ballet class (where 
we did a Cecchetti adage, pas de Chaconne) and Roland Prices Ballet class with Genki. We then spent 
the afternoon sucking up our last dose of London. 
 
 Tuesday 2nd Feb 2010 
 We got up very early this morning, said good bye to our hotel and London before catching 
the tube to the airport to catch our plane back to Australia! 
 
 
 I’d really like to thank the Big Brother Movement for the invaluable opportunity that you 
have given me. It was wonderful to travel the country, soaking up the culture and atmosphere while 
auditioning and doing classes. Without this scholarship I don’t think that I would have been able to 
go overseas to continue me studies. I have been offered a place at Laban for 2011 and I have been 
accepted into Rambert. I’m going to accept my place in 2nd year at Northern School of 
Contemporary Dance (starting on the 9th of September 2010). This is the school that I liked the 
most and I think it will be the one that can help me most and get me to where I want to be in the 
future. 


