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The Sir John Pagan Award for Horticulture has provided the opportunity to  experience European 

landscapes, particularly those in the United Kingdom; and has  enhanced my personal understanding 

and appreciation of these great landscapes in terms of horticulture as well as landscape 

architecture.

After graduating from the University of New South Wales in 2009 with 1st class honours in Landscape 

Architecture, the Sir John Pagan Award has provided a new perspective on horticulture for application 

to landscape architecture.

During my undergraduate years I studied and critically examined many of the landscapes which I 

viewed during my travels.  The Sir John Pagan Award has enabled me to witness the horticultural 

significance of these landscapes, as well as their cultural and historical development.

This travel report encompasses of a variety of garden styles and designs in the United Kingdom and 

also in France and Italy. In order to maximize the horticultural experience of the European Spring 

and Summer, I travelled between May and July 2009 and had the opportunity to visit the renowned 

Chelsea Flower Show, as well as gardens of under the care of the National Trust, English Heritage, 

and other private gardens. 

In 17 days of driving through the countryside mostly in England, I covered 1,600 miles, visited 6 

World Heritage sites (Kew Gardens, Hadrian’s Wall, Edinburgh, Blenheim Palace, Bath, Stonehenge) 

and visited 27 gardens and places of interest. Versailles and Villa D’este were additional World 

Heritage Sites visited on the Continent.

Introduction
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Commenced in 1996, the Alnwick Garden is a successful contemporary garden 

created through the vision of the Duchess of Northumberland. This garden is 

situated adjacent to Alnwick Castle which dates back to Norman times and 

was the site for filming parts of ‘Harry Potter’. Within Alnwick Castle there 

are remnants of Lancelot ‘Cabability’ Brown landscaping dating from 1750 

and commenced under the direction of 1st Duke of Northumberland. The 

Alnwick Garden was opened in 2002 (The Alnwick Garden 2006, p.21).

The design of Belgian landscape architects, Jacques & Peter Wirtz features 

the Grand Cascade along the north south axis as the centerpiece of the 

garden.  There are a variety of water displays controlled by state-of-the-art 

computer equipment beneath the Grand Cascade.

The Alnwick Garden contains architectural green structures of arched and 

domed hornbeam covered pergolas, yew topiary, and Buxus and Fagus 

hedges. Within the Alnwick Garden there are  specialised areas such as the 

Serpent Garden with 8 water sculptures (designed by William Pye) which use 

science to create fascination about the movement of water. The sculptures 

are surrounded by yew hedges. Another specialized area is the Ornamental 

Garden, entered through the three arched gateway which has been retained 

from the pre-existing garden.  The Ornamental Garden is a walled garden 

with a central pool from which rills flow.  This garden is laid out in a basic 

square design together with diagonals and hedging; and pergolas which 

create rooms with pleached crab apples (Malus ‘Red Sentinel‘). There are 

plantings of many exotic specimens, and 2 beds containing red and yellow 

coloured flowers. The perimeter of the Ornamental Garden contains a wide 

herbaceous border and as well as roses.

Hornbeam labrynths

The treehouse

The Ornamental garden

The Alnwick Garden
Alnwick, Northumberland 

Jacques and Peter Wirtz

Garden opened 2002
x
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Memorable mentions 

Arched & domed hornbeam labyrinths (Carpinus) 
Bamboo Labyrinth
Dovecotes in the Ornamental Garden 
Grand Cascade
Malus ‘Red Sentinel’
Ornamental garden
Peonies
Poison Garden
Prunus serrulata ‘Tai Haku‘ 
Rose Garden
Serpent Garden
Treehouse
Woodland Walk

Photos (clockwise from left)

The Ornamental Garden  

The Serpent Garden with 

water sculptures

The Ornamental Garden with 

pleached Malus ‘Red Sentinel‘

The Orchard with Prunus 

serrulata ‘Tai Haku‘ 
The treehouse

The Grand Cascade

The Alnwick Garden 2006, p.5)
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Scampston Hall and Walled Garden 
Malton, North Yorkshire

Conceived in 1999 by Sir Charles and Lady Legard

Garden opened 2004

The picturesque gardens at Scampston Hall were initially set out by Charles 

Bridgeman in 1720 with formal ponds on the south side of the house. By 

1773 ‘Capability’ Brown redesigned the landscape in his characteristic 

naturalistic style. Many of Brown’s existing vistas and borrowed views in 

the landscape have been preserved and can be noted in the landscape; for 

example, views of the Gothic Teahouse and also a bridge can be seen from 

Scampston Hall. The Garden at Scampston Hall is 4.5 acres and includes 

many established trees.

By contrast, Piet Oudolf’s contemporary garden is an exciting new addition 

to Scampston Hall which is contained within the eighteenth century walls of 

the kitchen garden. Oudolf’s walled garden provides a fresh outlook which 

complements ‘Capability’ Brown’s lake and park landscape.

Scampston Hall’s contemporary walled garden combines Oudolf’s designer 

and plantsman skills and consists of a series of different ‘rooms‘ separated 

by box hedges. Oudolf belongs to a contemporary garden style knows as 

‘new wave planting’ or ‘the new European garden style’ (www.scampston.

co.uk).

Piet Oudolf’s naturalistic planting style is unique with plants of differing 

forms, foliage and colours. Planting displays are designed to accommodate 

the changing seasons of the year where the garden looks very different in 

the Spring and in the Autumn. The overall structure of the walls of pleached 

limes and yew hedges provides a simple backdrop to the central garden with 

its intricate plant design in a parterre garden style.

Along the Plantsman’s Walk

Looking through the Katsura Grove

The Cut Flower Garden

x
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Memorable mentions

Adventurous topiary 
Cut flower garden
Drifts of grass
Fagus sylvatica (Copper Beech) 
Formal hedges
Katsura grove 
Plantings all numbered and listed 
botanically in a catalogue 
Plantsman’s walk, lined with pleached 
limes grouped in threes, on ~ 8’ 
trunks 
Perennial meadow

Photos (clockwise from left)

Viewing pyramid

The Cut Flower Garden

Perennial Meadow

The Serpentine Garden

The Perennial Meadow

The Katsura Grove

The Spring Box Garden

Drifts of grasses

Serpentine yew garden
Silent garden 
Spring cubed box garden
Summer cubed box garden 
Vegetable garden
Viewing pyramid

(www.scampston.co.uk)
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Castle Howard
North Yorkshire, England

Sir John Vanbrugh

Castle 1699, landscape c. 1799

Castle Howard is one of England’s largest private residences now open to 

the public. The initial construction took place between 1699 and 1712 for 

the 3rd Earl of Carlisle in the highly decorative Baroque style, whereas the 

later building on the north and south wings of the Castle was built in the 

Palladian style. The Castle took 100 years to complete and the different 

styles represent the fashions and tastes of the successive generations of 

the Howard family. The surrounding landscape of 1,000 acres is a grand 

representation of the English landscape style (Howard & Ridgeway 2005). 

The entrance to Castle Howard creates a sense of anticipation. The landform 

along the driveway entrance has been extensively modified through a series 

of mounds, gates, fences and groves of evenly planted trees. The visitor 

travels a considerable distance before turning the final corner to discover 

the majestic Castle Howard.

Within the estate, the landscape consists of a formal parterre garden to 

the back entrance of the Castle, and contains the gravity fed Atlas Fountain 

and grass terrace with yew hedges lining the formal gardens. The extensive 

landscape was a work in progress over many years. Initial modification of the 

landscape included  removal of distant landforms to proclaim more wealth 

within the viewed estate. There  are also a series of artificially created 

lakes and ponds within the estate as well as impressive built structures such 

as the Temple of the Four Winds and the Mausoleum, and other follies and 

terraces which are strategically placed within the landscape. Many of these 

features were installed during the 18th century and have been restored 

within the last century (Howard & Ridgeway 2005). Adjacent to the parterre 

garden is the 18th century walled garden which contains extensive plantings 

including roses, Delphiniums and ornamental vegetables.

Ray Wood originally created in the 18th century, is a rural woodland 

garden with serpentine pathways and contains almost 800 varieties of 

Rhododendrons, Azaleas and Magnolias. A micro climate is created within 

View to the Mausoleum

The Parterre

Castle Howard

x
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Memorable mentions

Roaming peacocks 
Rhododendrons in Ray Wood
The Atlas Fountain 

Photos (clockwise from left)

Inside the Walled Garden

Ray Wood Resivoir

Parterre Garden

The Atlantis Fountain

The Walled Garden 

Rhododendron Walk

View to the mausoleum 

Vegetables in Walled Garden

Annuals in the Walled Garden

Ray Woods by tall trees and shrub layer plantings which 

allow many species to grow beyond their hardiness 

range.  Ray Wood is inspiring in all seasons and holds 

one of the most extensive plant collections in private 

hands in Europe. It is managed  by the Castle Howard 

Arboretum Trust which is a joint arrangement between 

Castle Howard and the Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew 

in London.

In recent times, two adaptation of Evelyn Waugh’s 

‘Bridestead Revisited’ have been filmed at Castle 

Howard.

The Reservoir  
The Rose Garden
The Temple of the Four Winds  
The Walled Garden

(Howard & Ridgeway 2005, p.67)
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Chatsworth, the home of the 12th Duke and Duchess of Devonshire is located 

on the River Derwent in Derbyshire. The estate consists of the majestic 

house containing world class works of art, set in 105 acres of landscaped 

gardens, woodlands and parkland which have evolved over 450 years. Recent 

films including  ‘The Duchess’ and ‘Pride and Prejudice’ have been filmed 

at Chatsworth.

Sixteen generations of the aristoctratic Cavendish family have contributed to 

Chatsworth by respecting the past but also being inspired by contemporary 

trends.  The first reference to the garden at Chatsworth dates from 1560 

(Seligman 2008, p.56), however the first formal gardens were laid out by 

leading garden makers and designers George London and Henry Wise in 1690 

and consisted of a series of intricate flower beds, hedges and gravel paths 

(as a parterre). Only remnants of Chatsworth’s Elizabethan garden and the 

parterres remain. Significant changes to the formal gardens were made in 

the 1760s by ‘Capabiltiy’ Brown who remodelled the garden and park into a 

more natural landscape which flows to the horizon (Seligman 2008, p.52). 

Significant contributions were also made to the gardens at Chatsworth 

when the botanist Joseph Paxton was appointed Head Gardener in 1826. 

Paxton initiated plant expeditions all over the world to obtain new plant 

specimens. As well as introducing many new plant specimines, he was 

also responsible for the Emperor Fountain and the Great Conservatory at 

Chatsworth (Seligman 2008, p.59).

Chatsworth
Derbyshire, Peak District National Park

Designers include Capability Brown and Sir John Paxton

1560

x

The South Lawn lined with pleached limes

The Cascade

Broadwalk to Blanche’s Vase
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Memorable mentions

Arboretum
Azalea Dell
Canal Pond and the gravity fed 
Cascade c.1700
Cottage Garden
Display Greenhouse
Double rows of pleached red-twigged 
limes Tilia platyphyllos 
Emperor Fountain which may spray 
water to 90m c.1843 
Flowering Laburnum tunnel 
Kitchen Garden
Maze 
Pinetum 
Pollarded Lime trees
Private Garden with Sea Horse fountain 
(1690s)
Rhododendron ponticum (height to 6 
meters) 

Ring Pond
Rock Garden
Rose Garden
Sensory Garden
Serpentine Hedge

Photos (clockwise from left)

1st Duke’s Glasshouse

Flowering Laburnum tunnel

Pollarded Platanus species

Emperor Fountain and Canal 

Pond

Chatworth House

Overlooking the South Lawn 

Kitchen Gardens

Serpentine Hedge

(Seligman 2008, p.65)
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Stowe
Buckinghamshire

Charles Bridgeman, William Kent and Lancelot ‘Capability‘ Brown

Landscape established 1714

The landscape design of Stowe has been influenced by several landscape 

designers. In the first half of the eighteenth century, Sir Richard Temple 

(Lord Cobham) employed several recognised architects and garden designers 

to create the picturesque landscape gardens. These included the royal 

gardener, Charles Bridgeman; architect, Sir John Vanbrugh; architect, James 

Gibbs; gardener, William Kent; and Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown. During this 

period there were 40 monuments and temples, 8 ornamental lakes, 40 busts 

and 50 statues created at Stowe as well as the wooded valleys and 2 ha-has 

(Stowe Landscape Gardens 1997).

After a period of mismanagement and family demise, Stowe was sold in the 

1920s and the house adapted as a school. The gardens at Stowe became the 

responsibility of the National Trust in 1990. 

The entrance experience to Stowe provides a statement to the visitor. The 

approach to Stowe contains a series of dips, embankments with gates, 

obelisks and bridges before reaching the estate.

Stowe is primarily experienced from views whilst walking throughout the 

landscape to discover the harmonisation of the lakes and surrounding trees 

as well as the built structures.

Stowe is a well known example of the English Garden style. Unlike many 

gardens in England, Stowe does not have formal gardens with beds of 

flowers, but rather, rural massed plantings of shrubs and trees.

View to the Oxford Bridge

View to Stowe 

Overlooking the lake to Stowe

x
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Memorable mentions

Gothic Temple 
Oxford Bridge
Palladian Bridge
Rotunda
Stowe Woods 
Temple of British Worthies
Untamed natural landscape
Vast array of tree species              
Woody Park

Photos (clockwise from left)

Avenue of Plantus species

Artificial ruins

View to Grenville Column

Grotto

Undulating landform

Entrance gates

Temple of British Worthies

Palladian Bridge

(Stowe Landscape Gardens 1997, p.4)
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Hidcote Manor Garden
Chipping Campden

Lawrence Johnston

1907

Hidcote Manor Garden covers 10 acres and is set within the beautiful Cotswold 

District. Hidcote was designed as an Arts and Crafts garden of outdoor rooms 

by Lawrence Johnston. The location of Hidcote Manor Garden, on the top 

of a ridge line, provides stunning panoramas across the Vale of Evesham. 

Johnston commenced work on Hidcote Manor Garden in 1907.  

Each of Hidcote Manor Garden’s ‘rooms‘ has a distinctive character (Pavord 

2004, p.36).  The ‘rooms’ are linked through the use of vistas, statues, 

views and ha-has. There is minimal architectural intervention within the 

landscape where walls are created with yew, holy, hornbeam and beech 

species to provide shelter and  structure. Johnston  installed several 

elements in the landscape to trick the observer into seeing more through 

experiences. His design is intended for strolling, and to discover the gardens 

at the individual’s own pace.

As well as his keen eye for design, Johnston sought exotic plant species,  

by sponsoring and participating in plant hunting expeditions, and also 

exchanged plants with other gardeners. Hidcote Manor Garden contains 

many rare trees and shrubs.

There are 30 sections within Hidcote Manor Garden. The more informal 

garden spaces include the Wilderness, the Central Stream Garden and the 

Lower Stream Garden.  The more formal garden spaces include the White 

Garden with stylized topiary birds and a profusion of white flowering plants; 

the Circle has an important design function, acting as a pivot between the 

Red Border and beyond to the west, and the Fuchsia Garden and beyond 

to the south; Mrs Winthrop’s Garden with blue and yellow flowers; and the 

Rose Walk with old French roses (gallicas, damasks and mosses). Many of the 

gardens have outstanding herbaceous borders.

The Stilt Garden

The Stilt Garden

The Fuchsia Garden

x
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Memorable mentions

Bird topiary in the White Garden 
Peonies 
Pleached hornbeams in the Stilt Garden
The smooth lines of the hornbeam 
hedges in The Long Walk

Photos (clockwise from left)

Mrs Winthrop’s Garden

The White Garden

The Beech Alley

The White Garden

The Pillar Garden

The Red Borders

The Old Garden

The Bulb Slope

(Pavord 2004, frontpiece)
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Blenheim Palace
Woodstock, Oxfordshire

Sir John Vanbrugh and Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown

1705 - 1722

World Heritage Site, 1987

Blenheim Palace is a masterpiece of Baroque architecture conceived in 1705 

by Sir John Vanbrugh. The Palace has an extensive surrounding landscape of 

2,100 acres of parkland. Initial work on the landscape was commenced by 

Vanbrugh who regulated the course of the River Glyme and built the ‘finest 

bridge in Europe’ (at the time) over the River. Vanbrugh also created the 

half mile long Great Parterre.  

Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown, who began work at Blenheim Palace in 1764, 

naturalised and enhanced the landscape with sweeping lawns, tree plantings 

and man-made undulations. He dammed the River Glyme to form the present 

lake. Capability Brown also flooded and submerged beneath the water level, 

the lower stories and rooms of the Vanbrugh designed bridge, giving the 

bridge better proportions to the landscape (www.blenheimpalace.com). He 

was also responsible for grassing over the Great Parterre.

The ornamental, Italian and water terrace gardens are creations of the 

20th century with  perfectly pruned  hedges interspersed with ponds and 

fountains. Presently, visitors to Blenheim Palace enter the side entrance 

rather than across the Vanbrugh designed bridge.  

Blenheim Palace has been the home of the Churchill family for 300 years, 

and was the birthplace of Sir Winston Churchill. Within the Palace, there are 

rich   tapestries woven in Brussels, porcelains and many other fine arts.

x

Topiary in the Parterre Garden

Paterre Garden

Blenheim Palace
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Memorable mentions

Borrowed views from adjacent landcape
Lavender garden 
Parterre Baroque style Garden
The Butterfly farm
The Italian Garden
The Rose Garden
The Secret Garden
The Marlborough Maze
The Water Terraces
Topiary

Photos (clockwise from left)

Parrterre Garden

Parrterre Garden

View over the lake

The Lavender Garden

The Marlborough Maze

The Palace Parterre (Private)

The Parterre

The Rose Garden

www.blenheimpalace.com
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The Lost Gardens of Heligan dates back to 1603 when Heligan House was built 

by the Tremayne family. The gardens in the estate were developed between 

about 1770 and 1914 and were in their prime in the nineteenth century when 

plant expeditions took place abroad, and the gardens benefited from exotic 

specimens brought back to England especially by E.H. (Ernest) Wilson. The 

south west peninsula of Cornwall with warm moist conditions created by the 

Gulf Stream was favourable for plant propagation.

Following a series of tenancies at Heligan House, the gardens became 

overgrown with plants and noxious weeds, eventually returning to their 

natural state from about 1920.  In 1990  the gardens were discovered by 

Tim Smit and a Tremayne descendant (John Willis) and involved restoration, 

repair and development work.

The Lost Gardens of Heligan are divided into two areas: the northern garden 

and the Gully. The northern garden consists of numerous smaller themed 

gardens. Many features at the Lost Gardens of Heligan have been preserved, 

and interventions introduced successfully in the nineteenth century, such 

as green houses, pineapple pits, bee bols, the banana house, grapevine 

houses and walled gardens have been reinstated (Stafford 2008, p.26). The 

Lost Gardens of Heligan prides itself on the development of the first ever 

pineapple pit, in which some of the first pineapples were grown in England 

in a greenhouse with horse manure - to mimic a tropical climate.

The microclimate has been reinstated in  the Gully in order to grow plant 

species such as Rhododendrons, Cyathea (tree ferns), palm trees, jungle 

plants and ferns, as well as many native Australian plant species including 

Proteas, Banksias and Callistemons. 

Evidence of the twentieth century’s lost years of decay can be seen in the 

gnarled growth habit of some trees.

The Lost Gardens of Heligan
Cornwall 

Mid 18th century

Tremayne Family 

Re-adapted by Tim Smit in 1990

x

Apple Arbour in the Vegetable Garden

The Mud Maid

The Flower Garden
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Memorable mentions

Board walk tracks around the 
garden of subtropical plants in the 
warm sheltered valley 
Bee boles
Citrus house
Flower garden
Gunnera manicata (Giant rhubarb) – 
spans 6 feet in width
Horticultural boilers
Jungle 
Lost Valley
Manure heated pineapple pit
Melon House
Poultry yard
Reserve Garden
Secret garden
Sundial garden
Vegetable garden

Vinery
Woodland Walk including the 3 sculptures by 
Sue & Pete Hill: Giant’s Head, Mud Maid and 
the Grey Lady

Photos (clockwise from left)

Giant rhubarb in the Heligan 

Jungle

Dovecote

Jungle Walk

Tree ferns in the Jungle Walk

Jungle Walk

The Giant’s head sculpture

Mature Rhododendrons

Vegetable Garden

(Stafford 2008, p.38)
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The Eden Project is a research project initiated by Tim Smit for Ecological 

Diversity and Evolutionary Networks (EDEN). It is a global garden which 

explores humankind’s dependence on natural resources. When entering the 

Eden Project site, the post industrial nature of the surrounding Cornish 

landscape is a stark contrast to the schemed gardens of the Eden Project 

which now thrive in the remains of a Kaolinite china clay industrial site 

(after the deposition of 83,000 tonnes of soil made from recycled waste) 

(www.edenproject.com).

The environmental complex was conceived by Tim Smit in 1991 and designed 

by architect, Nicholas Grimshaw. By 2001, the Eden Project was an amazing 

transformation involving many designers, engineers, planners and other 

workers to achieve a global garden.

The Eden Project contains a series of artificial biomes (greenhouses) 

containing various climatic conditions of tropical and temperate 

environments, and the remaining space is an outdoor biome. Visitors to the 

Eden Project are taken on a walk through meandering paths which lead to 

the base of the site and entrances to the biomes. 

All 3 biomes are planted with collections of plants from around the world. 

The Eden Project strongly reinforces the importance of the plant kingdom 

to the human population. It is divided into a series of garden themes 

which reinforce food production, dyes, materials, medicine, drugs and 

mythological plant species.

The Eden Project is widely acknowledged in the landscape industry as a highly 

successful adaptation of a post industrial site.  It is also  an important tourist 

attraction focusing on the environmental sustainability of humankind.

The Eden Project
Bodelva, St Austell, Cornwall

Tim Smit

Opened in 2001

The Biomes

The West Side

Pleached Plantus species

x
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Memorable mentions

Bananas, cashews, coffee, cola, 
pineapples, rice, rubber, sago, sugar cane 
and vanilla
Plants used for natural dyes eg rhus tree 
Canopy of pleached Plantus species 
providing an umbrella for summer shade
Children’s spiral garden
Garden sculptures (unacknowledged, 
but probably by Sue & Peter Hill who 
were the sculptors for the contemporary 
sculptures at the Lost Gardens of 
Heligan)
Mediterranean biome
Outdoor biome

Rainforest biome
Roof top garden
Trees used for paper
Vegetable gardens
Wall garden
Willow fences and arbours
3 parallel rows of closely planted Gingko 
bilobas

Photos (clockwise from left)

The Rainforest Biome

The Mediterranian Biome

The Rainforest Biome

Biomes

The Vegetable Plot

The Lady (sculpture)

Overlooking site

Industrial ‘plants‘

Arbour

www.edenproject.com
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Stourhead Landscape Gardens
Wiltshire

Henry Hoar II  and Sir Richard Colt Hoar

1740s

Stourhead House and Garden which dates from the 1740s, was created 

by Henry Hoar II (Henry the Magnificent) who was a goldsmith and later a 

banker. Plantings in the garden were continued by his grandson, Sir Richard 

Colt Hoar.  The Palladian style mansion contains many Georgian treasures, 

Chippendale furniture and other fine arts.

Stourhead extends over 2,650 acres of landscape garden, historic parkland, 

farmland,  ancient woodland, and includes 2 Iron Age forts (Garnett 2000). 

Stourhead was one of the early picturesque landscape gardens in England. 

The picturesque landscape suggests ‘idealised nature‘ and contrasts the 

manicured Baroque gardens of straight vistas and manicured flower beds 

which were fashionable during the Baroque period. The gardens at Stourhead 

include a walled garden, Victorian greenhouse and Pelargonium House as 

well as an Ice House. Stourhead is experienced through designated paths 

through the landscape, revealing views and vistas of obelisks; the Pantheon 

(designed by architect Henry Flitcroft), with visual, symbolic and practical 

purpose (underfloor heating); the Grotto; and a Palladian style bridge. The 

lake, which was created from a dammed stream, is a central feature of the 

gardens.

The planting display at Stourhead is particularly interesting. Several plant 

explorers were involved in Stourhead’s early planting scheme, and were 

responsible for the vast array of tree species. Plant species are focused 

on form and shape, as well as the changing colours and textures of green. 

Some of the plant forms are hedged and clipped. The garden contains many 

varieties of flowering hybrid Rhododendrons, colours including tomato red 

and ruby red, and also fragrant yellow flowering Rhododendrons.

Stourhead provides insight into the basic elements and style of a picturesque 

English landscape. The landscape provides balance between the man made 

structures of the bridges and buildings, and the natural formations of the 

surrounding landform, lake and the plantings. Stourhead contains one of the 

most important and spectacular plant collections in Britain.

View over lake from Iron Bridge

View over lake

View to the Temple of Apollo

x
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Memorable mentions

Temple of Apollo
Copper Beeches 
Fir Walk
Fragrant mock oranges 
Grotto
Gothic Cottage
Holm Oak
Hybrid Rhododendrons
Obelisk 

Photos (clockwise from left)

Tree specie

Rhododendrons

View to Temple of Apollo

View over lake

Rhododendrons

View over lake

Fir Walk

Stourhead House

Palladian Bridge
Pantheon
Spanish Chestnut
Walled Garden

(Garnett 2000, frontpiece)
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Wisley
Surrey, Kent 

Royal Horticultural Society

Established 1804

Britain’s garden charity, the Royal Horticultural Society had its beginnings 

in 1804 when Sir Joseph Banks and John Wedgwood founded the Royal 

Horticultural Society of London for the purpose of collecting plant 

information and encouraging the improvement of horticultural practice. 

The property which became Wisley was gifted to the Royal Horticultural 

Society in 1903 as an experimental garden and is now the flagship garden of 

the Royal Horticultural Society (Evans, A. (Ed.) 2008). This garden  is richly 

planted with borders, rose gardens and a state-of –the- art glasshouse which 

was opened to mark the bicentenary of the Society.

The Royal Horticultural Society is the International Registration Authority 

for more categories of plants than any other organization throughout the 

world.  The plant collections at Wisley approach 30,000 taxa. The Society 

continues to  encourage the science, art and practice of horticulture and all 

its branches.  It is now the world’s leading horticultural organization, with 

extremely active science and educational departments.

As one of the great gardens of the world, Wisley’s huge and diverse plant 

collection includes fruit growing plants, alpine plants, vegetables, bulbs, 

herbaceous and woody plants

Wisley employs over 370 permanent staff, of which 90 staff  look after the 

garden and include support staff for mapping plant records and labelling, 

information services, collecting and distributing seed, machinery, tree 

management, irrigation and turf care; and the remainder of the staff work 

in the scientific, educational, administrative and retail departments.

The entrance to Wisley is through ornate wrought-iron gates bearing the date 

of the founding of the Society in 1804. Beyond these gates is the Laboratory 

which was built during World War I and is now used for administration,  

science and also for educational purposes.  

x

Wild Garden

Country Garden

Walled Garden
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Photos (clockwise from left)

Espalliar Apple Trees

Sedum display

Apple Orchard

Glasshouse

Glasshouse Borders

Mixed Borders

Rose Garden

Fruit Mount

Memorable mentions

Allium ‘Gladiator’ outside the 
Glasshouse 
Bonsai garden
Container garden
Ducks & ducklings waddling into the 
outside space at the Glasshouse Cafe
Enthusiast’s garden
Gourmet gardens
The Fruit Mount of apples

Town garden
Subtropical borders
Succulent clock display
Well labelled plants

(Evans, A. (Ed.) 2008, frontpiece)
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Wisley’s acreage includes of the following sections:

The Canal

An example of the designs by landscape architects Sir Geoffrey Jellico  and Lanning Roper is the Canal,  

which was redeveloped between 1969 and 1970. This formal water feature contains one of the largest 

collections of water lilies (Nymphaea) in one stretch in the UK.  The Canal is bordered by lawns and at 

the western end is the open sided Loggia, formerly the potting shed which is now covered with Wisteria 

floribunda. Within the Canal area is an intricate  display of succulents in a carpet bed (which was 

fashionable in Victorian public parks) (Evans, A. (Ed.) 2008).

Beyond the Loggia are 2 Walled Gardens enclosed by 3m walls creating a microclimate by providing 

shelter for tender and subtropical plants to survive winter frosts. The Walled Gardens have become a 

plantsman’s corner with both formal and informal plantings.

The Central Area

The mixed borders are a feature of this area and are 128m long, 6m wide and backed by hornbeam 

hedges. The mixed borders provide colourful floral displays from Spring to Autumn.

The Country Garden consists of terraced avenues of crab apples (Malus x zumi and Malus hupehensis), 

and 3m pergolas covered by climbing plants, as well as herbaceous perennials, bulbs and shrubs. The 

Golden Jubilee Rose Garden contains many new  roses.

Battleston Hill

Battleston Hill has plantings of Rhododendrons, Camellias, Magnolias and Azaleas including Kurume 

Azealeas introduced from Japan in 1918 by Ernest H. Wilson.

The Mediterranean garden has plants from the Mediterranean, Australasia, California and South Africa 

including eucalyptus and gazanias.

Wisley
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Trials Field

In Wisley’s Trials Field, plants are grown to compare and assess different cultivars. Long standing 

trials continue annually for Dahlias, Delphiniums and Dianthus and others; and invited trials change 

annually for perennial flowering plants, fruits and vegetables as well as other plants. 

Weather Hill

Weather Hill was once a meteorological station but now is a gently sloping hill with many unusual and 

distinctive specimen trees such as the fossil tree, Ginkgo biloba. Presently under redevelopment  is 

the Bowes-Lyon rose garden planned to cultivate David Austin roses and Harkness roses and involves 

bioremediation (cleaning of the soil). This will be achieved following the planting of Tagetes in 2008, 

then replanting in 2009 with pest- and disease-resistant, repeat-flowering roses, including climbers 

and ramblers.

The model vegetable garden contains 50 types of vegetables which are arranged in different growing 

situations of sizes to suit a family’s needs; small potager (ornamental kitchen garden); raised beds; 

and also smaller plots to demonstrate principles of organic gardening. Crops are rotated under a 3 – 

4 year rotation scheme and all waste is composted. The model vegetable garden is a demonstration 

and teaching area for students and visitors.

The Alpine display houses contain alpine plants. This area is bordered by monocotyledons which have 

one seed leaf, parallel leaf veins, flowers with three or (multiples of  three) petals and often have 

sword-like leaves.

The Jubilee Arboretum was created in 1977 to mark the Queen’s Silver Jubilee and contain almost 

1,000 trees from over 90 different genera. The trees are first grouped according to the season of 

interest; second, according to common characteristics such as shape, colour and type of foliage 

and flower; and thirdly, according to the species and cultivars of a particular genus. Naturalised 

Narcissus, grown from 17,000 bulbs flower at the end of winter. The Fruit Field within the vicinity of 

Weather Hill contains over 1,300 different fruit cultivars. 
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The Fruit Mount, which was rebuilt in 2007 is an artificial hill created to provide views over Wisley, is 

about 4m high with a spiraling path planted with apple trees ordered by date of origin, commencing 

with the oldest  at the top of the Mount.  (Fruit mounts originated in the 14th century, and were 

popular in 18th century garden landscapes). The Fruit Demonstration Garden demonstrates techniques 

for maximizing fruit yield in small garden spaces by using dwarfing rootstocks and training as spindle 

bushes, cordons, espaliers, fans and pyramids.

The Glasshouse

The Glasshouse, opened in 2007 commemorates the Society’s bicentenary. The design concept for the 

location of the Glasshouse and lake was initiated by landscape architect Hal Moggridge; and the 12m 

cathedral-like building was designed by architect Peter van de Toorn Vrijthoff. There are 3 zones within 

the Glasshouse: moist temperate  zone, dry temperate zone and tropical zone. With state-of-the-art 

technology, the Glasshouse showcases of over 5,000 taxa of tender plants and also provides educational 

facilities including the Root Zone.

The Glasshouse Borders leading to the Glasshouse were originally designed in 2000 by Piet Oudolf (who 

also designed the Walled Garden at Scampston Hall) with over 16,000 perennials and grasses. The 

Glasshouse Garden, designed by Tom Stuart-Smith forms an amphitheatre around the Glasshouse and the 

lake which is bounded by beech (Fagus sylvatica) hedges .

Rock Garden and Alpine Meadow

The Rock Garden was one of the early projects at Wisley, designed by landscape architect Edward White, 

as a large scale rock garden. Professor Maosao Fukuhara’s Japanese-style landscape with a dramatic 

waterfall was a later addition constructed in 2004; although some original features such as a grotto and 

a rustic bridge remain. Shrubs, trees, herbaceous plants and bulbs are combined with alpine plants to 

provide continuing interest all year, in spite of the challenges of sandy soil and natural underground 

springs.

The Alpine Meadow’s grassy slope is transformed in March and April by naturalized hoop-petticoat 

daffodils (Narcissus bulbocodium), dogs-tooth violets (Erythronium dens-canis), snakeshead fritillaries 

(Fritillaria meleagris) and primulas.  After flowering, the grass is left uncut until late summer to  allow 

seeding to take place.

Wisley
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Wild Garden

The Wild Garden, originally called ‘Oakwood’ is the most historic part of Wisley, and continues the 

ethos of ‘growing difficult plants successfully’ in a naturalistic style. The Wild Garden has been 

damaged by storms in recent times, however new plantings are reforming the tree canopy. The  

middle layer includes Camellias, Magnolias, Rhododendrons and provides spring colour; whilst the 

lower layer includes  Hostas, primulas and Trilliums.

The bamboo walk, introduced in 1990, has over 30 species and cultivars of bamboo and provides a 

filter to the wind on the south west area.

Seven Acres

Seven Acres is planted with specimen trees: the pond and lake area, plantings focus on the 4 seasonal 

themes. In Spring daffodils (Narcissus) and grape hyacinths (Muscari) colour the lawns; and in Autumn 

trees such as Nyssa sylvatica ‘Wisley Bonfire’ provide a spectacular display of colour.

The Grass Border, at the edge of Seven Acres, contains grasses (some reaching 2.5m, and others 

suitable for small gardens), herbaceous perennials and annuals.

Pinetum and Howard’s Field

The Pinetum was initially planted in the late nineteenth century and contains mainly coniferous trees 

such as Pinus nigra and Thuja plicata ‘Zebrina’. Spring and autumn colour is provided by flowering 

Cornus  (dogwoods) and Narcissus (daffodils), and Acer palmatum (Japanese maples).

Howard’s Field contains the NCCPG’s (National Council for the Conservation of Plants and Gardens) 

National Heather Collection which comprises over 1,000 cultivars of the 3 genera (Calluna, Daboecia 

and Erica) collectively known as heathers.  There is also a collection of ornamental trees such as 

Betula (birch), Catalpa, Quercus rubra (red oak) and Prunus (cherry).
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Claremont Landscape Gardens
Surrey, Kent

Lancelot ‘Capability‘ Brown

1715

Landscape designers involved during the development of the landscape at 

Claremont include Sir John Vanbrugh, Charles Bridgeman, William Kent and 

also Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown who was commonly known for saying ‘my 

lordship’s estate has great capabilities‘ (Goode, Jellicoe, & Lancaster 1986, 

p.74).

Clermont is a tranquil oasis of pleasure grounds in urban Surrey. The gardens 

are conducive to strolling and contain agreeable vistas to evoke different 

sensations (Chessum, Rogers, & Rowell 2000).

Features of Claremont include the turf Amphitheatre which was created 

to complement the pond but never intended to be used for theatrical 

performances; and the Grotto which is an important feature in eighteenth 

century landscapes, intended to evoke a mood of agreeable melancholy. 

Other features include the Belvedere Tower and a Ha-Ha (designed to visually 

extend the estate), and the Camellia Terrace (originally a glass house).

The banks of the serpentine lake are the home to many species of 

waterfowl.

The plantings  focus on the form of the plants, their shapes (with hedging 

and clipping) and different colours and textures of green. Although there 

are flowering scrubs, especially rhododendrons, there are no formal flower 

beds.

x

The Lake

The Amphiteatre

The Amphitheatre
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Memorable mentions

Turfed amphitheatre  
Belvedere Tower
Camellia Terrace
Ha-Ha
Rhododendrons
Vast array of tree species
Waterfowl

Photos (clockwise from left)

The Ha-Ha

The Lake

The Ha-Ha

Site of Nine-Pin Alley

The Lake

The Belvedere

The Grotto

The Allee

(Chessum, Rogers, & Rowell 2000, frontpiece)
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Great Dixter
East Sussex

Sir Edward Lutyens

House 1550s, Landscape 1910

Great Dixter dates from the mid 1550s, and was restored and enlarged in 

the early 20th century by Sir Edward Lutyens. Surrounding the Medieval 

house are the gardens which were also designed by Sir Edward Lutyens and 

planted by Nathaniel Lloyd from about 1910, and subsequently continued 

by his son, Christopher Lloyd.  The gardens consist of a series of connecting 

walled gardens, many defined by different themes and colours. Each 

separated garden space creates a unique experience. In the topiary garden 

which is entered through a yew archway, there are yew hedges topped with 

18 peacock shaped topiaries (Hind & Lloyd 2005). 

The unmown meadow is planted with spring bulbs. Paths are created by 

mowing in  a serpentine fashion. Meadow flowers such as buttercups and 

daisies self seed and encourage biodiversity.

The sunk garden and a barn garden which are connected by stepped and 

terraced areas with an abundance of plants leads to the pond. One of the 

surrounding walls feature espaliered Brunswick fig trees.

The wall garden which formerly contained a rectangular lawn, was paved 

with a decorative mosaic pattern late last century due to the destructive 

effect of wind eddies and vortices within the wall garden. 

The high garden with rectangular paths designed in the pattern of an 

Edwardian kitchen garden, is entered through yew archways.

The temperate climate in East Sussex allows the huge array of planting 

displays. There are annuals, perennials and herbaceous plants, some planted 

or self sown at random, and others are grouped by colour, size and  height, 

contribute to the overall tapestry effect. The plantings form drifts and 

clumps of colours. Great Dixter is small in size and the spaces are entirely 

filled with planting displays which overflow onto the hand paved paths and 

give a naturalistic quality to the growth habit. 

x

Luyten’s designed stairs

Peacock Topiary

The Sunk Garden
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Memorable mentions

Allium christophii 
Christopher Lloyd’s ‘no labels’ policy ‘I 
hate the look of labels’; ‘it is easier  
to pop a label into a handbag than to 
try and memorise it’ (Hind & Lloyd 
2005, p.25) 
‘Exuberant and uncontrived’ colourful 
mixed borders
Luytens’ designed semi circular stairs 
leading to 3 sets of circular stairs 
which descend from the concave to 
the convex sections of the circle thus 
connecting the long border to the 

Photos (clockwise from left)

The Orchard Garden

The Sunk Garden

The Long Border

The Meadow

Peacock Topiary

The Pond

Moss growing on steps

meadow
Lupins 
Sunk garden and barn garden
Topiary peacocks

(Hind & Lloyd 2005, p.26) 
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Sissinghurst Castle and Garden 
Cranborne, Kent

Sir Harold Nicholson & Vita Sackville-West 

1930 (opened to the public in 1937)

Sissinghurst is located in the county of Kent near the town of Cranborne. 

These gardens were collaboratively designed by poet, novelist and gardener, 

Vita Sackville West and her husband, writer and diplomat, Sir Harold 

Nicholson. The gardens are set within the Elizabethan ruins of a medieval 

manor house and consist  of a walled garden and a series of smaller open 

gardens located in the 400 acre estate. 

Sissinghust is based on the principles of linear vistas and ‘rooms‘, designed 

by Harold Nicholson (who had no horticultural or landscape design skills) 

(Nicolson 2008, p.8). Although Vita Sackville West also had no formal 

horticultural or landscape design skills, she gained considerable knowledge 

about gardens in her formative years, growing up in nearby Knole - the 

360 room home surrounded by extensive gardens owned by the aristocratic 

Sackville family. While Nicolson’s design plans were implemented, Vita 

was responsible for the planting design which included many weeping and 

encroaching plants and created a harmonious balance between soft and 

hardscape landscaping. The most famous of these gardens which illustrates 

this balance is the white garden (created in the 1950s).

 

The garden at Sissinghurst is set out in 10 garden rooms which disguise the 

irregularities in the ‘arms’ which divide the rooms (Nicolson 2008, p.2). The 

rooms are linked by vistas through gaps in the walls. Visitors to Sissinghurst 

are distracted from the informal geometric layout of the castle and the 

surrounding walls, by the rooms, each with its own unique style, colour and 

experience. 

Sissinghurst was visited during the afternoon and early evening when many 

of the blooms were moistened by drops of water from the morning drizzle. 

Vita considered the early mornings and late afternoons to be the best times 

to view the gardens when the fragrance of the flowers increases. A recent 

addition to Sissinghurst, now owned by The National Trust, is the vegetable 

garden which is in its early stages of development, being planted in 2008.

The Tower

The Main House

The White Garden

x
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Memorable mentions

Allium christophii 
Cottage garden
Dovecote and bee hives
Herb garden
Labelling of all plants
Nuttery
Moat Walk
Orchard (in the meadow) 
Pleached Lime Walk (Tilia 
species) underplanted with 
bulbs

Rosa ‘Felicia’ Hybrid musk rose
Rose garden
Tower lawn
White garden

Photos (clockwise from left)

The White Garden

Arbour in the White Garden

Pleached Lime Walk

The Nuttery (Corylus species)

View of garden from Castle

Climbing rose on tower lawn

The Cottage Garden

Delphiniums 

(Nicolson 2008, frontpiece)
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The Chelsea Physic Garden
Chelsea, London

Royal Horticultural Society

1673

The Chelsea Physic Garden is one of the oldest botanic gardens in Britain and 

is owned by the Royal Horticultural Society. It is a secret garden in Chelsea, 

in the heart of London. The garden was established by the Worshipful 

Society of Apothecaries for the purpose of training apprentices in plant 

identification. It is now a centre for education, beauty and relaxation. 

It continues to research the properties, origins and conservation of over 

500 plant species in a compact space. The garden was established in close 

proximity to the River Thames for reason of transport; and with a south 

facing aspect and shelter from the city, a microclimate is created to allow 

growth of many non native plants. In the  early days of the Chelsea Physic 

Garden, specific environments were established in order to support plant 

species from exotic locations. Wardian cases (or miniature greenhouses) 

of exotic plant species would have been carried from the River Thames 

into the Chelsea Physic Garden (www.chelseaphysicgarden.co.uk). High 

bricked walls surround the garden and also contribute to the microclimate 

for growth of citrus and other fruiting species.  

The Chelsea Physic Garden holds approximately 5,000 taxa, concentrating on 

medicinal plants (including plant species for the treatment of lung disease, 

oncology, dermatology and neurology); plants for ethnobotanical interest; and 

rare and endangered species. There are also plants named or introduced by 

people associated with the Garden’s history. 

The Glasshouse range holds tropical, subtropical and Mediterranean species as 

well as back up plants which are grown outdoors in the event that plants do not 

survive a cold or wet winter.

There is a strong influence of public education within these gardens, with 

clearly marked signage and species’ labels to maximise learning; and garden 

beds are divided into plant families. 

The international seed exchange system was started in the 17th century and 

Fortune’s Tank Pond

Walkway near Woodland Garden

Systematic Order Beds

x



 45

now operates with 368 botanical 

gardens and universities in 37 

countries.

The Chelsea Physic Garden’s focus 

is purely on horticulture, rather 

than the landscape design of the 

garden.

Memorable mentions

Borders
Perfumery and Aromatherapy 
The Garden of World Medicine
The Historical Walk 
The Pharmaceutical Garden
The Pond Rock Garden (for aquatic and 
bog plant species)
Vegetable Plot

Photos (clockwise from left)

Sytematic Order Beds

Walk near Woodland Garden

Pond Rockery

Systematic Order Beds 

(Diocotyledons)

Glasshouses

Systematic Order Beds: 

(Monocotyledons)

Peony species

www.chelseaphysicgarden.co.uk
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The Chelsea Flower Show
Royal Hospital Garden in Chelsea, London

19 – 23 May 2009

The Chelsea Flower Show is one of the Royal Horticultural Society’s 

internationally renowned flower shows. The Show consisted of small and 

large scale display gardens, floristry displays and educational lectures. In 

the displays, garden designers provided plans and information about their 

designs. 

This flower show gave the opportunity to listen to speakers and designers 

from the display gardens themselves, providing insightful information on 

the development of their winning schemes. 

It was amazing to see the remarkable professionalism and incredible 

standard of the display gardens. There were many common elements which 

were evident in the display gardens including vertical ‘green‘ walls, green 

roofs, ponds and seating - on a small scale for easy application to residential 

dwellings. Some of the designer showcase gardens included the works of Ulf 

Nordfjell, Luciano Giubbilei and Robert Myers. 

Sufficient funding and sponsorship is important for the undertaking of a 

design and also planning for the construction of these gardens. These display 

gardens are viewed by the Queen on the first day of the show every year.

 

Cancer Research Garden (Robert Myers)

Large Display Garden

Large Display Garden

x
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Highlights of the Chelsea Flower Show

Courtyard gardens 
Floral Design Marquee
Gardening products and sundries
Gardening Matters Marquee
Green roof gardens
Show gardens
Ponds and seating particularly applicable to 
residential dwellings 
Vertical ‘green‘ walls
The Great Pavilion featuring the Continuous 
Learning educational displays
Urban gardens

Photos (from left to right)

Varies garden displays

David Austin Rose Display

Iris species

Laurent-Perrier Garden

Arc Design Management 

Fenland Alchemist Garden

Modern Cottage Garden 

Modern Cottage Garden

Peony species 
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Kew Gardens
Kew, London

Established 1756

UNESCO World Heritage Site 2003

The Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew are located in the south western area of 

London. Currently these Royal Botanic Gardens contain the world’s largest 

collection of plants which is made possible by the array of glasshouses to 

tolerate the unfavourable climate conditions of dry soils and low rainfall 

(www.kew.org). 

Kew Gardens are  important for botanical research and as an educational 

institution. Many of the plant collections including those confined in the 

Palm house, the Waterlilly house and the Alpine house are located in climate 

controlled glasshouses.

A recent addition to the Royal Botanic Gardens is the tree top walkway, which 

is an elevated walkway taking the visitor into the tree canopy. This walkway 

has been designed to have a tree like appearance and fits comfortably into 

the surroundings.

Work experience was gained at Kew Gardens whilst on the Sir John Pagan 

Award for Horticulture in the Arboretum and also  in the conservation area 

(which was initiated by King George III and Queen Charlotte) as well as in the 

Wildlife Conservation Area, the Rosaceae plantation and the Mediterranean 

garden. 

 

The Cedar Vista

The Palm House

An Arbour

x
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Memorable mentions

Array of temperate climate plants 
Badger Setts
Flowering Cercis canadensis
Japanese Gateway
Kew Palace within the grounds of the Garden
Princess of Wales Conservatory 
Fagus sylvatica (Copper Beech)
Victoria species (Nymphaea species)
Mature tree specimens 
Newly installed tree top walkway 
Orangery
Pagoda

Photos (clockwise from left)

Fagus sylvatica (Copper Beech)

Mature tree specie

Inside the Palm House

Waterlilly Pond

Azalea Garden

Princess of Wales Conservatory

Nepenthes (Pitcher plants)

Queen Charlotte’s Cottage
Redwood Grove
Rhododendron dell
Wollemia nobilis (Wollemi Pine)

 (www.kew.org)
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Miscellaneous sites in the United Kingdom

Hyde Park

London’s Hyde Park consists of 142  hectares (seized by King Henry VIII from the 

Monks of Westinster Abbey). Much of Hyde Park was created under Queen Caroline 

in the eighteenth century when the park was separated into 2 parks to form Hyde 

Park and Kensington Gardens by the creation of the Serpentine and a ha-ha. Further 

changes were made by Decimus Burton in the 1820s with the creation of the Triumphal 

Screen and the Wellington Arch.  

Hyde Park provides a unique habitat for diverse species of flora and fauna especially 

in and around the Serpentine  and the meadow area. The Park contains over 4,000 

trees including established copper beeches and mock oranges. The rose garden in 

early bloom was surrounded by an avenue of pleached  trees. In 2004 the Diana 

Memorial Fountain was created.

Edinburgh World Heritage Site 1995

Edinburgh is made up of the medieval Old Town including Edinburgh Castle, which 

is perched on top of an extinct volcano; and the eighteenth century Georgian New 

Town. The Princes Street Gardens create a green space within the city.

The New Scottish Parliament House (opened in 2004) is organically designed by 

Spanish architect Enric Miralles. Although controversy surrounded the delay in 

completion and excessive costs, the building has been highly acclaimed for its design 

excellence and innovation. Miralles’ concept aims to unify the Scottish landscape, 

its people and culture, and the city of Edinburgh. This has been achieved by slotting 

the building into the landscape as ‘an amphitheatre coming our of Arthur’s seat’.  

The building consists of a campus of non hierarchical and organic collection of low 

lying buildings on 1.6 ha, on the edge of Old Town and in the vicinity of the Palace 

of Holyroodhouse. 
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The buildings allow for views and blend in with the surrounding rugged scenery. 

The buildings also symbolise the connection between nature and the Scottish 

people, whilst utilising Scottish rock such as gneiss and granite in floors and 

walls; as well as oak and sycamore in the construction of furniture.

Hadrian’s Wall near Hexham, Northumberland. World Heritage Site 1987

Hadrian’s Wall was probably built to fortify the northern frontier of the Roman 

Empire initially during the rule of Emperor Hadrian.

Remnants of Chester’s Roman Fort and bridge 

1st bridge built 122 AD 

2nd bridge built 200 AD

Yorkshire Sculpture Park Bretton Estate, Wakefield

Yorkshire Sculpture Park is set within 500 acres of eighteenth century parkland. 

The landscape was initially created by landscape designer Richard Woods who 

created rolling hills and lakes within the broad countryside in the mid eighteenth 

century.  

The park is an international centre for modern and contemporary art. Within 

the park is an underground gallery cut into the hillside, and used for changing 

exhibitions. There are several Henry Moore sculptures which are installed on 

fields with grazing farm animals.

The parkland has many established trees including many exotic species. The 

changes in the seasons bring different sensory experiences to the landscape and 

art works: the park sets out to challenge, inspire, inform and delight.
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Kenilworth Castle Warwickshire

Kenilworth Castle today consists of the ruins of a Norman castle around which was 

built a large lake (mere) for defence purposes, and later used for pleasure, but no 

longer exists. During the sixteenth century, works including an Elizabethan Garden 

were undertaken by Robert Dudley, Earl of Leicester, for visits by Queen Elizabeth I. 

As a result of garden archeological research which was conducted by English Heritage, 

the Elizabethan garden has been recreated. This recreation is centred around an 18 

foot carved Carrara marble fountain set within an octagonal base. The fountain is 

surrounded by 4 gardens planted with sweetly scented flowers such as carnations, 

stocks and wallflowers. A bejewelled aviary has also been recreated and is filled with 

aviary birds.

Anne Hathaway’s Cottage Stratford-upon-Avon

The main garden surrounding Anne Hathaway’s cottage is presently a Victorian cottage 

garden established in the 1920’s by noted gardener Ellen Willmott. The garden 

includes old fashioned sweet peas from the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, 

a willow arbour as well as herbs and vegetables. There are also gardens with trees 

and sculptures inspired by Shakespeare’s works, as well as a woodland walk.

Kiftsgate Court Gardens Cotswold Escarpment

In close proximity to Hidcote Manor Garden, Kiftsgate Court Gardens have been 

worked on by 3 generations of female gardeners. These gardens contain many labelled 

exotic specimens. The gardens are terraced on the side of the escarpment, and at the 

lowest level is a swimming pool with plants for warmer and drier conditions, and also 

a ha-ha. There are many varieties of maples within the gardens.
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The formal water garden which was previously a tennis court is a new installation 

in Kiftsgate Court Gardens. Designed by Simon Allison, it consists of 24 long 

stemmed stainless steel stems topped with gilded bronze leaves. These moulded 

philodendron leaves sway in the wind and  drip water in cycles. This feature is 

surrounded by mature yew hedging and provides a tranquil space which contrasts 

the exuberance of the main garden.

Kiftsgate Court Gardens also consists of the following areas:

 White sunk garden  Bridge border

 Kiftsgate Rose   Scotch Firs

 Banks    Middle Banks

 Lower Garden   Wide Border   

 North Border   Yellow Border

 Rose Border

Oxford University, Oxford

Oxford University dates from the thirteenth century and includes at least 38 

residential colleges.  Oxford is also called ‘the City of dreaming spires’ and 

contains buildings which demonstrate examples of every British architectural 

period since the Saxon times. It is a bustling city of people, buildings, bikes and 

buses. It even includes a Botanic garden which is a grade 1 listed garden.

New College, built in the fourteenth century, was the first college to be built 

around a defined quadrangle,  and the gardens of New College are dominated by 

a well preserved section of Oxford’s twelfth century city wall.

Magdalen College, built in the  fifteenth century includes extensive grounds with 

a deer park and Addison’s Walk, named after the eighteenth century essayist and 

landscape gardening enthusiast who favoured fields and meadows.
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The quadrangle colleges typically have immaculately maintained lawns. Some 

colleges have espaliered plantings or plants with creeping habits growing on walls, 

for example Lincoln College.

Other important sites include the Bridge of Sighs and the Bodleian Library.

Bath Somerset

World Heritage Site - 1987 

The city of Bath is dominated by the restored examples of Roman, Medieval and 

Georgian architecture. The palatial scale and classical decorum of Georgian/

Palladian style architecture is clearly evident at the Royal Crescent and the Circus 

which is designed around a centre of green space, by John Wood the Elder and the 

Younger in the eighteenth century, using local creamy gold coloured Bath stone.

The Roman Baths and Temple beneath street level were the centre for health and 

well being in the Romans’ ancient but civilised lifestyle from about 100 AD.

In close proximity to the Roman Baths is the Abbey which was rebuilt in the sixteenth 

century in the Gothic style.

Although unable to view Prior Park in Bath, contributions to the creation of Prior 

Park were made by Capability Brown and Alexander Pope.
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Stonehenge Wiltshire

World Heritage Site - 1986

Stonehenge is a prehistoric monument dating back to somewhere around 3,000 

BC. Stonehenge is an engineering feat and is situated on a vast plane. It served 

as a burial ground where the placement of the stones is aligned to the rising sun 

at the solstice.  

Mystery still surrounds the large stones which originate from Marlborough Downs 

19 miles away and also the smaller stones or Bluestones, which originate from 

the Preseli Mountains in Wales, 240 miles away.

Stonehenge is an awe inspiring sight. Mysteries, legends and magic are still 

associated with Stonehenge.

Nymans West Sussex

Nymans is a twentieth century garden containing a collection of rare and 

important plants surrounding a house with theatrical memorabilia, and some 

ruins following fire damage in 1947. Nymans is the work of 3 generations of 

the Messel family and their gardeners. The gardens consist of 35 acres with an 

adjoining 275 acres of natural woodlands and lakes.

The garden consists of the following sections:

 Pinetum   Arboretum

 Sunk garden  Heath garden

 Sunken rock garden Pergola

 Wall garden  Rose garden

Mauve and white wisteria cover the Japanese style pergola; and the rose garden 

is planted with fragrant roses.
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Knole Sevenoaks, Kent

Knole is the birthplace of Vita Sackville West and is the home of the Sackville family. 

It consists of 365 rooms. There are  13 state rooms open for inspection and remain 

largely untouched since the seventeenth century with an important collection 

of Stuart upholstered furniture, important works of art and seventeenth century 

tapestries.

Knole is set within a 1,000 acre deer park. Within the estate is Lord Sackville’s 

private garden (started 5 centuries ago) and includes the herb garden, vegetable 

garden, croquet lawn, wisteria walk, and huge Rhododendrons and trees.  Over 

200,000 trees have been planted following the great storm of 1987 which destroyed 

70% of the trees in the park.

Royal Pavilion Brighton

The Royal Pavilion was built by the Prince Regent (later King George IV) in the early 

nineteenth century.  The Chinoiserie style is lavish with furniture and furnishings, 

chandeliers and other fine arts, and a state of the (nineteenth century) art 

kitchen.

The surrounding gardens are compact in size and are restored to their original 

Regency style of plantings which includes hollyhocks. The gardens are used by the 

public for recreational purposes.
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John Madejski Garden Victoria & Albert Museum, London

Landscape architect, Kim Wilkie, designed the Italianate quadrangle within 

the Victoria & Albert Museum. It was opened in 2005, and named after the 

benefactor.

The focal point of the garden is the central oval water feature which consists of 

2 sections stepped at 3 levels, each containing water jets. It is filled with water 

as a reflecting pool, or may be drained for displays.  Beyond the pool are paved 

and grassed areas decorated with potted topiary lemon trees.  

Somerset House Edmund J. Safra Fountain Court, London

Somerset House consists of eighteenth century neo-classical buildings, recently 

invigorated in the late twentieth century from former government use. It is now 

currently used as a centre for culture and the arts including exhibitions.

Overseen by conservation architects Donald Insall & Associates, the main terrace 

overlooking the River Thames was refurbished and opened to the public; and 

the central civil service carpark was transformed into the The Edmund J. Safra 

Fountain Court which is a vibrant multipurpose open space. The courtyard contains 

55 water jets dancing at random heights. Without the water jets operating, the 

courtyard is used for concerts and outdoor performances in summer and an open 

air ice rink in winter.
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Hampton Court Palace and Gardens Surrey

Hampton Court Palace consists of two palaces:  the Tudor Palace of Henry VIII; 

and the Baroque Palace of William III and Mary II built by Sir Christopher Wren.

The Gardens date from the sixteenth century and consist of 60 acres which 

extend to the River Thames. The Gardens include:

 The Rose Garden

 The Maze

 The Wilderness

 The twentieth century Garden

 The Great Fountain Garden

 The Knot Garden

 The Privy Garden including the hornbeam bower

 The Pond Gardens

 The  Lower Orangery Garden

 The Great Vine over 230 years old, planted in 1768 by Lancelot   

 ‘Capability’ Brown
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Monet’s Garden
Giverney

Claude Monet

1883

Monet’s Garden

Nympeas Pond

Monet’s Cottage

x

Monet’s Garden is located to the northwest of Paris, in Giverney near 

Vernon along the River Seine. This landscape was the home and garden of 

the renowned impressionist artist, Claude Monet who lived and painted in 

this garden from 1883 until his death in 1926. 

Monet’s two storey cottage and his artist’s studio overlook the garden, 

which was the setting for many of his works. 

In mid June, Monet’s garden was in full bloom with garden beds filled with 

annuals and perennials of every colour. Spectacular displays of poppies, 

daylillies and Dianthus filled the beds and the roses had prolific blooms in 

tumbling sprays.

Adjacent to Monet’s garden is the waterlilly pond, which was the inspiration 

for his Nymphaeas collection of paintings which were inspired by the  

different seasons and at different times of the day. (Some examples of 

these paintings were viewed in the Mussee de l‘Orangerie in the Tuileries 

Garden as well as in the Musee Marmottan in Paris). 

Although Monet’s Garden is surprisingly compact, it inspired Monet for 

more than 40 years.
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Photos (clockwise from left)

Monet’s Garden

Rose species

Monet’s Garden

Trained rose species

Poppy species

Nymphaeas Pond

Nymphaeas Pond

Poppy species

Memorable mentions

Espalier apple species
Giverney townscape
Monet’s cottage
Monet’s studio
Nympheas Pond 
Poppies
Rose collection www.giverny.org
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Jardin des Tuileries
Paris

Andre Le Notre

1664

The Jardin des Tuileries is located on 25 hectares in the centre of Paris, 

running parallel to the River Seine, and connecting the Lourve at the eastern 

end, the Musee de l’Orangerie at the western end and Rue de Rivoli to the 

north.

The Jardin des Tuileries was once part of the Royal Palace from where the 

strong geometry of the gardens originates. The only remains of the original 

Royal Palace are the Galerie Nationale de Jeu de Paume and Musee de 

l’Orangerie.

The Jardin des Tuileries follows the design laid out by landscape architect 

Andre Le Notre in 1664, opening up a central axis which has become the 

grand axis of Paris.  The Jardin des Tuileries is very formal, in the style of 

the French Baroque. The gardens consist of avenues of pleached Lindens 

and Chestnut trees. These pleached arrangements create small green 

walled rooms which house several brass and bronze sculptures. There are 

also several fountains within the Jardin des Tuileries (www.paris.org).

The long vista running through the garden, is divided into three main areas. 

The first area consists of ponds, the second consists of pleached trees, and 

the third consists of annuals. These three areas are linked by numerous 

paths.

Although in the centre of Paris, the Jardin des Tuileries is separated from 

traffic and it is well used by Parisians for a variety of public activities.  

The Jardin des Tuileries contains seating and cafes and serves as a popular 

meeting place.Octagonal Basin 

Sculptural works

Pleached Chestnut Trees

x
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Memorable mentions

Acer species 
Cercis species
Geometric layout 
Small private gardens
Recently renovated Musee de l’Orangerie 
with Monet’s Waterlily paintings
Pleached tree species 
Tranquillity within centre of Paris
Sculptural works throughout the gardens

Photos (clockwise from left)

Pleached tree species (x3)

Central Walkway

Topiary

View to the Louve

Potted Citrus species nearby 

Musee de l’Orangerie 
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Parc Andre Citroen
Paris

Gilles Clement and Alain Provost

1992

Parc Andre Citroen is a 14 hectare public park located in the 16th 

arrondissement on the edge of Paris, alongside the River Seine. This 

landscape has been successfully transformed into a usable public park 

following  a landscape design competition won by landscape designers Gilles 

Clement and Alain Provost in 1992. Parc Andre Citroen is a post industrial 

site, formerly used by the Citroen car factory which closed in the 1970s.

This park consists of a modernist underlying geometry which imposes a 

modern spin on this post industrial landscape. Even though the site has 

been extensively levelled, there is notable creativity with ramps, elevated 

landforms and sunken gardens. The landscape consists of many different 

garden spaces for different uses, as well as interesting water features. 

The design draws on the four major themes of artifice, architecture, 

movement and nature. The park is also centred around a rectangular lawn 

with the following different features on three sides (www.paris.org):

• Eastern side - 2 greenhouses which contain exotic plants and Mediterranean 

vegetation, are separated by dancing fountains

• Southern side - a monumental canal, the ‘Jardin des Metamorphoses’  

which consists of an elevated reflecting pool and a suspended walkway

• Northern side - 2 sets of small gardens: six ‘Serial Gardens’ have a distinct 

landscape and architectural design; and a ‘Garden in Movement’ contains  

wild grasses which respond to different rates of wind velocity

The six serial gardens are divided into colours associated with a metal, a 

planet, a day of the week, a state of the water, and a sense 

(www.paris.org):

• The blue garden:  copper, Venus, Friday, rain, and the sense of smell

• The green garden:  tin, Jupiter, Thursday, spring water, and the sense of 

hearing

• The orange garden: the metal mercury, the planet Mercury, Wednesday, 

creeks,  and the sense of touch

Orange Garden

Garden of Rocks

Serial Garden

x
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Memorable mentions

Pleached tree species
Glasshouses 
Linear geometry
Serial Gardens

Photos (clockwise from left)

Garden of Rock

Serial Garden

Topiary Magnolia species

Small garden designs

Silver Garden

Tree lined paths

Clipped understorey planting

Tree lined paths

• The red garden:  iron, Mars, Tuesday, waterfalls, 

and the sense of taste

• The silver garden:  silver, the Moon, Monday, 

rivers, and sight

• The golden garden:  gold, the Sun, Sunday, 

evaporation, and the 6th sense

Although modernist, the tradition of water and 

pleached plant species are reminiscent of the 

formalism of The French Baroque style; there 

are also a variety of planting styles evident in 

the summer plant displays.
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Chateau de Versailles
1661

Paris

World Heritage Site, 1979

Andre le Notre

Chateau de Versailles was transformed and enlarged by Louis XIV in 1661, 

from Louis XIII’s former hunting lodge. Versailles’ extensive surrounding 

landscape was designed by Andre le Notre, who had landscaped many other 

parks and gardens, including Vaux-le-Vicomte and Jardin des Tuileries. 

Chateaux de Versailles’ gardens took 40 years to complete (Lablaude 

2005).

Chateau de Versailles is awesome in every respect. The scale and detail 

of each room is breathtaking with gilding and decorative effects, painted 

ceilings as well as many other fine arts. The Hall of Mirrors (Le Grande 

Gallerie) is a particular highlight with chandelliers, ornate ceiling work and 

paintings. When viewed from the outside, the Hall of Mirrors reflects the 

sky, creating the illusion of an even larger space.  During Louis XIV’s reign, 

the Hall of Mirrors served as a passageway, waiting area and meeting place 

for courtiers and members of the public.

The landscape surrounding Versailles is immense, being 850 hectares of 

parks and gardens, in the Baroque style of garden design. From the central 

window of the Hall of Mirrors  there is a grand perspective from the Water 

Parterre to the Grand Canal.

Pleached trees, water features and expanses of water extend into the 

distance. In recent times, Baroque music is played during the fountain 

displays which are only in operation at set times and provide life and 

movement to the gardens. Much of the network of hydraulics involved in 

the fountain displays still operates from Louis XIV’s time.
The Orangerie Parterre

The Latone Fountain

Pleached Chestnuts

x
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Memorable mentions

Apollo Fountain
Ballroom
Fountain displays to the sound of 
amplified Baroque music
Grand Canal
King’s garden with carpet bedding (also 
seen at Wisley)
Latone Fountain and Parterre
Mirror Fountain
Neptune Fountain
Orangerie
Parterre garden 
Topiary clipping  
Water Parterre

Photos (clockwise from left)

The Chateau Parterre

Marble Statues

LInear groves of Plantus

Apollo Fountain

Petite Triathon

View over the gardens

Hall of Mirrors

Gardens lined with pleached 

hedges

(Lablaude 2005, p.39)



70

The gardens are very extensive with vistas and groves of trees, gardens of 

rooms, Buxus hedges, avenues of pleached hornbeams leading to fountains, 

and colourful annuals, such as stocks and petunias; as well as fragrant mock 

oranges and climbing white roses. Ornate Buxus topiaries throughout the 

gardens are trimmed by hand with 2 gardeners and plywood templates 

to perfect the topiaries. The gardens are also embellished with marble 

statues.

At the far end of the park at Versailles, the Grand Trianon and the Petit 

Trianon  can be found.

The Grand Trianon was built between 1687 and 1688, for Louis XIV as a 

single storey dwelling designed by architect Jules Hardouin-Mansart in the 

Italianate style with pink marble pilasters and two wings joined together 

with a peristyle, and ornamental flower gardens beyond.  Louis XIV built the 

Grand Trianon as an escape from courtlife and to entertain his mistress.

Ornate gardens

Fountain room

Parterre Garden
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The Petit Trianon was built as a pleasure pavilion and retreat for Louis XV 

and Madame de Pompadour in 1769 in the neo-classical style as a two storey 

dwelling (one room containing a rare purple marble fireplace and mantle 

piece). Marie-Antoinette (wife of Louis XVI) transformed the surrounding 

garden into a picturesque garden in the English-style; and between 1778 and 

1787 built miniature follies within the Rustic Garden of Trianon including 

classical follies inspired by antiquity including the Temple of Love, the 

Belevedere and the Grotto (Lablaude 2005) built by Marie Antoinette.

Rustic follies also include the villagers’ houses from the Queen’s Hamlet, 

built in the Norman-style with thatched roofs, and encircled by vegetable 

and flower gardens (including raspberries and a bed of massed Aerum lilies) 

as well as the farm nearby.

Marie-Antoinette adopted the life of a peasant in a pastoral environment 

when she took up residence at the Petit Trianon. She also initiated the 

building of the Queen’s Theatre as an auditorium for perfecting her French 

and acting skills. The theatre was used for performances of plays.Buxus topiary

Petit Trianon Gardens

Petit Trianon Gardens
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Avenue des Champs-Elysees

The Avenue des Champs-Elysees is lined with Platanus species and extends from the 

Place de la Concorde to Place Charles de Gaulle.  It is also bounded with up-market 

shops and is one of the most recognised streets in the world, however the heavy 

traffic is a negative feature of this famous street.

Place des Vosges

Place des Vosges is the oldest planned square in Paris, built in the early seventeenth 

century in the Marais district by Henry IV. The house fronts are built to an identical 

design of 9 houses with steeply pitched slate roofs with taller central buildings to the 

north and south. The buildings are fronted by vaulted arcades and the central square 

is planted with mature Lindens set in grass and gravel with numerous fountains.

Musee Rodin

Musee Rodin contains most of Rodin’s significant sculptures including The Thinker, The 

Kiss, and The Gates of Hell. Rodin’s sculptures are displayed within the museum and 

also in the garden. The Thinker sits in an elevated position in the centre of the rose 

garden of hybrid tea roses and clipped yew trees. The gardens are well maintained 

and contain a pond surrounded by tall hornbeams and larger pleached trees which 

grow along the long axis of the garden.

Miscellaneous sites in Paris
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Le Jardin des Plantes

Le Jardin des Plantes is the main botanical garden in France and is situated in the 

5th arrondissement on the left bank of the Seine. The gardens are 28 hectares in 

size.  

There are about 4,500 plants arranged by families in a 1 hectare plot. There are 

also 3 hectares devoted to horticultural displays of decorative plants, as well as 

an alpine garden, hot houses and a rose garden.  All the plants in Le Jardin des 

Plantes are labelled, including an impressive 200 year old Gingko biloba.

Jardin du Luxembourg

Situated in the 6th arrondissement, Jardin du Luxembourg is the largest public 

park in the 6th arrondissement in Paris. The park is a green parterre of gravel 

and lawn with statues centred on a large octagonal pool containing central water 

jets, and also a raised balustraded terrace with seating available for the public. 

There is a children’s playground (with an entrance fee), and an area where men 

play boule.

Patrick Blanc’s green wall
Quai Branley 

Designed by botanist Patrick Blanc, the green wall grows on a vertical irrigated 

support frame attached to a 4 storey building which is cloaked by a tapestry of 

living plants.
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Giardino di Boboli
Florence

Niccolo Tribolo (sculptor) 

1549

Giardino di Boboli (Boboli Garden) is a large and elegant Italian style 

garden originally designed by the sculptor, Tribolo in 1549 and continued 

by Ammanati, with contributions from Vasari for the grottos, and from 

Buontalenti for sculpture. The Boboli Gardens are situated behind the 

Pitti Palace overlooking Florence. They are formal sixteenth century 

Italian gardens with long axes, wide gravel avenues, stone finishes, and 

statues and fountains in semi-private and public spaces. They also contain 

classical features such as grottos, nympheums and garden temples (www.

museumsinflorence.com).  

The primary axis of the Gardens runs from the amphitheatre at the rear 

of the Pitti Palace to the Nepture  fountain. The long secondary axis runs 

perpendicular to the primary axis, and leads down through a series of 

terraces and water features.

The Gardens were enlarged in the seventeenth century to their present size 

of 11 acres and form an outdoor museum of garden sculpture which includes 

Roman antiquities and 16th and 17th century sculptural works.  

The Gardens contain avenues, tree lined boulevards, labyrinths and groves 

through the various slopes and terraces, creating some informality within 

the Gardens and inviting exploration of the Gardens. The Gardens contain 

established trees including Cypress and Olea species.

As the Gardens lack a natural water source, a conduit was built from the 

nearby Arno River to an irrigation system.  There are established naturalistic 

plantings of drought tolerant trees suited to the warm, dry Mediterranean 

climate. The Boboli Gardens are not planted with flowers.
Pleached hedges

Isolette

Ampitheatre

x
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Memorable mentions

Ampitheatre
Annalena Grotto
Bacchus Square
Buotalenti’s Grot
Cypress Lane 
Forte di Belevedere
Grotto of Madam
Isolette - an island of lemon trees and 
sculpture 
Meadow of columns
Neptune Fountain
Olea species

Photos (clockwise from left)

Hedge lined walks

Marble statues

Walk lined with Cypress 

species 

Arched gnarled trees

Neptune Fountain

Olea species

Isolette with lemon trees

www.museumsinflorence.com
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Villa d’Este
Tivoli, Rome, Italy

Built in 1550 by Pirro Ligorio

Italian Renaissance Garden

World Heritage Site, 2001

Villa d’Este, also known as the Tivoli Gardens was established in 1550 by 

Pirro Ligorio. The Villa and garden are both examples of the Renaissance 

style. Villa d’Este is located at Tivoli near Rome, overlooking the Sabatina 

Mountains and provides a unique landscape of vast greenery which is 

a strong contrast to the surrounding dry Mediterranian landscape (www.

villadestetivoli.info). Innovations in bringing sufficient water to the dramatic 

slope were necessary and employ cascades, water tanks, troughs and pools, 

water jets and fountains. The huge quantity of flowing water through the 

gardens has lead to the growth of microclimates where ferns, mosses and 

lichens inhabit the grottos  and rock surfaces (Jellicoe 1995).

The Tivoli Gardens are laid out on a central axis with cross axes and fountains, 

pools and water troughs.  The Gardens are terraced and embellished with a 

balustraded balcony, Grotto of Diana, Fountain of the Great Cup, Fountains 

of the Dragons,  and the Fountan of Nepture, as well as other sculptures 

representing religious forms.

Plant species are pruned into formal shapes, whereas the informal 

gnarled form of  old Cypress trees create a distraction from the geometric 

organisation of the garden. The plantings are also organised in avenues and 

linear arrangements to divert and echo the sounds of water - creating a very 

peaceful and restful space. 

Oval Fountain and rockery

Oval Fountain

Lower Parterre

x
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Memorable mentions

The Hundred Fountains
Olea species 
Organ Fountain
Oval Fountain
Fountain of the model Rome

Photos (from left to right)

Grape vine on pergola

Mature Cypress species

The Hundred Fountains

Stairs lined with rill Fountains

The Fountain of the model Rome

Lower parterre

Oval Fountain

Organ Fountain

Dernie 1996, p.9
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The Grand Canal – Venice

The Grand Canal is considered to be one of the most beautify streets 

in the world. The Canal makes a S shape through Venice and is lined 

with buildings built from 13th to 18th centuries. Venice is made up of 

islands and canals: the Grand Canal is the major water corridor.  There 

are 4 bridges crossing the grand canal, the most famous being the Rialto 

Bridge.

Miscellaneous sites in Italy



82

Books

Chessum, S., Rogers, K., & Rowell, C. Claremont, Hawthornes for the National Trust, 

Wilts, 2000. 

Dernie, D. The Villa d’Este at Tivoli, Academy Editions, London, 1996,

Evans, A. (Ed.) The Royal Horticultural Society’s Garden, Alden Press, Witney, 2008.

Garnett, O. Stourhead Landscape Garden, Hawthornes for the National Trust, Swindon, 

Wilts, 2000.

Goode, P., Jellicoe, S. & Lancaster, M. The Oxford Companion to Gardens, The Oxford 

University Press, Oxford, 1986.

Hind, C. & Lloyd, C. A Guide to Great Dixter, Angel Partnership Ltd, 2008.

Howard, N. & Ridgeway, C. Castle Howard, Martins the Printers, York, 2005.

Jellicoe, G. & S. The Landscape of Man, Thames and Hudson, New York, 1995.

Lablaude, P. The Gardens of Versailles, Scala Editions, Paris, 2005.

Nicolson, H. Sissinghurst, Acorn Press Swindon Limited, Wilts, 2008.

Pavord, A. Hidcote Manor Garden, BAS for The National Trust, Swindon, Wilts, 2004.

Seligman, S. (Ed.) Explore the Garden at Chatsworth, Heritage House Group, Great 

Britain, 2008.

Stafford, P. The Lost Gardens of Heligan Guide Book, The Heligan Gardens Ltd, St Austell, 

2008.

The Alnwick Garden, Heritage House Group, Great Britain, 2006.

The National Trust, Stowe Landscape Gardens, BAS, Swindon, Wilts, 1997.



 83

References

Websites

www.chelseaphysicgarden.co.uk

www.edenproject.co.uk

www.giverny.org

www.kew.org

www.paris.org

www.scampston.co.uk

www.museumsinflorence.com

www.villadestetivoli.info

All photographs taken by author


