
Mitchell Hodgman’s Update 
 

When I first got here at the start of April I caught up with the 2013/14 awardee Eilidh Young 

who I had played with in a band back in Australia and is now living in Glasgow. From there I 

headed up to Dundee where I had been in contact with a pipe band I was hoping to compete 

with. It wasn't until I had checked into my hotel room that I realized that I was in a city on the 

far side of the world and didn't know a single person here.  

That week I went to my first practice with the Mackenzie Caledonia (Mac Cals) pipe band 

and straight away realized just how far behind I was from the standard of the other drummers. 

It also didn't help that I could hardly understand a word they said with their accents, but they 

were extremely welcoming and keen to help me improve. 

 

After nearly two weeks I managed to find a place to rent that I could afford and began the job 

of setting up a life on the far side of the world. By the end of June I had found a job and was 

finally properly at home in Scotland.  

There is no way that I could have managed for this long without a job if it hadn't been for the 

BBM scholarship, and for that I cannot say thank you enough. 

 

During this time I kept practicing with the Mac Cals and had started teaching drummers at 

the Carnoustie and District Pipe Band, and helping teach at a local school. 

By the time the competition season had started in May I was still a long way off being at the 

same standard as the Mac Cal drummers. I was then approached by Carnoustie and District 

and asked to compete with them as a tutor for the season until I was at the standard to 

compete with the Mac Cals (The Macs are grade 2 and Carnoustie are 4b so I would have no 

problem learning the drum scores) I agreed but after talking to the drum sargent with the 

Macs I decided to commit to the whole season with Carnoustie but keep practicing with the 

Macs. At this time was struggling to find work and knew that I couldn't stay in Scotland for 

more than a few months if I couldn't find work.  

Finding a job took a while as my only full time job in Australia had been as a stablehand for a 

racehorse trainer. In the end I found work at a health food shop and I'm currently doing my 

training to become assistant supervisor there.  

 

The pipe band season was a massive success, we placed at all five major competitions 

including 2nds at the European and Scottish championships, 5th at the world championships 

and 2nd overall in the champion of champions table. 

I learnt a lot from the season both in terms of my playing, but also in running a drum corps 

where the majority of your members are under 18, as wellas how to set up, tune and teach a 

drum corps. It was not how I hoped or expected the last six months to go, but I have learnt a 

hell of a lot from it and had a ball at the same time. 

During the season I also got the chance to play lead at a few minor competitions, play a small 

gig with the Macs and catch up with/make friends in other bands.  

 

Currently I'm flat out with work and trying to make the standard to compete with the Macs 

next season, as I am thinking that I'll stay here for roughly another year so that I get the 

chance to really improve my drumming by playing with the Macs for a full season. 

 

I'm guessing that a new awardee will be announced soon? I don't know if there is someway 

that you could pass my contact details onto them so that if they have any questions, or need a 



hand once they're over here then I might be able to help them. Let me know if there is 

anyway I can help. 

 

Thanks again for giving me this chance, it certainly has changed my life. 

 

Cheers. 

 

Mitch Hodgman (2014/15 Scottish piping and drumming awardee) 

 

 

 


