
 

 

BBM YOUTH SUPPORT AWARD: REPORT 

 

Mitzi Gardner - Violinist 

 

As a violinist, something I have always dreamed of is to be able to study overseas, particularly in the UK. So 

when I heard that I had received a BBM Youth Support Award, I was able to pursue this dream and apply for 

The Royal College of Music and The Royal Academy of Music. The award allowed me to travel to London 

to audition for both of these schools, as well as having private consultation lessons with various teachers, and 

explore London’s incredible music scene. 

 

 

When I arrived on the 1st of December, my 

main concern was to recover from jet lag as 

soon as possible, as the next few days were 

going to be extremely busy. I had rehearsals 

organised with two different accompanists, 

one with Jennifer Hughes from the Royal 

College, and one with Edward Liddall, who 

accompanied me for my Royal Academy 

audition. Within the first week of my stay in 

London, I had both of my auditions. Each day 

was long, as the audition process for both 

schools included several stages. I also 

completed a written examination for the Royal 

Academy the day before my auditions. I was 

lucky enough to be offered a place on the spot 

for both schools, and so I am now eagerly 

awaiting scholarship news.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Although my auditions were over, I still had to keep working, as I had to prepare for private lessons with five 

different teachers who were part of the RCM and RAM faculty. My first lesson was with Jan Repko, from 

the Royal College. Jan had been recommended to me by my current violin teacher, so I was lucky enough to 

have two lessons with him this trip. We worked on the 1st movement of Tchaikovsky’s Violin Concerto, and 

Paganini Caprice No.20. I found Jan to be extremely supportive and caring, and he and I got along very well. 

He invited me to watch a concert he was holding in one of the recital halls at the Royal College, where his 

students would all perform a piece they had been working on. I found his studio to be extremely talented and 

musical, and I really enjoyed the performances. A great advantage that the BBM award allowed me was that 

I had enough time in London to be able to attend this studio concert, which gives a great insight into the high 

standard that the Royal College students are working at. 

 

 

 

The next lesson I had was with Levon Chilingirian from the Royal Academy. He was very kind and 

welcoming, and seemed very keen to hear my playing. We worked on the first movement of Mozart’s Violin 

Concerto No.4, and the first movement of Tchaikovsky’s Violin Concerto. It was very interesting to compare 



 

 

his ideas to Jan’s, and although they he had a rather different perspective, I really loved his thoughts and 

advice, and walked out of the lesson feeling as though I had really learnt a lot.  

 

The third lesson I had was with Maureen Smith, also from the Royal Academy. I had to travel to her house 

out in Hampstead Heath, a beautiful area in North West London. I played the 1st and 2nd Movements of 

Tchaikovsky’s Violin Concerto for her, and she showed me the various technical exercises and excerpts she 

gives her students to show me how we would work together and what things we would aim for if I was to 

learn from her. I felt that I really learnt a lot from Maureen, and she also explained to me what life would be 

like attending the Royal Academy, which I found to be extremely informative, and made me all the more 

excited about the decisions that I would soon 

have to make. 

 

 

The fourth lesson I has was with Dr Felix 

Andrievsky, who teaches at the Royal College. 

I traveled to his house out in Cobham and Stoke 

D’Abernon, where his wife was kind enough to 

pick me up from the train station and drive me 

back to their house. I performed the 1st 

movement of Poulenc’s Violin Sonata for him, 

and he then gave me some interesting insight on 

how to combine various moods with the 

backstories of the work, to end up with the most 

musical, touching performance of the piece. He 

told me extraordinary stories of his life 

experiences, and I left the lesson feeling 

tremendously inspired. 

 

The last lesson I had was with Ani Schnarch, 

who also teaches at the Royal College. I 

performed the first movement of Mozart’s 

Violin Concerto No.4, the first movement of 

Tchaikovsky’s Violin Concerto, and the 

Poulenc Violin Sonata. She showed me her 

ideas of phrasing and her perspectives on the 

musical aspects of each work, and I gained a lot 

of ideas and learnt many of her interesting 

concepts that went with each piece.  
Mitzi Gardner and teacher Jan Repko, from the Royal College of Music. 

 

I walked out of each of the five lessons feeling extremely inspired and motivated. It made me very excited 

knowing what important decisions were ahead of me. The rest of my time in London, I made sure to explore 

the diverse music scene, including going to see the Arcadia String Quartet perform at the Wigmore Hall, 

where I left the concert absolutely speechless and blown away by the incredible performance. I also took the 

time to explore some student housing, including the Prince Consort Village, and Queen Alexandra’s House. 

 

My month in London was extraordinary. I learnt so much, and came home with a strong sense of motivation, 

and I’m really looking forward to seeing what lies ahead. I wanted to thank all the teachers that made time to 

see me, and to the BBM Youth Support for making this incredible experience possible. Without the BBM 

Youth Support, it would not have been possible for me to have this trip, which allowed me the funds to not 

simply audition, but to also have lessons, and to take the time to have follow up experiences speaking with 

people and looking into the practicalities such as housing. I’m really looking forward to hopefully returning 

to London in the near future. 

 

Update: Mitzi has just accepted a place at the Royal Academy of Music, with a scholarship. She will start in 

September 

 


