
BBM Youth Support Award for Jordan Andrews 

At the completion of the 2016 National Worldskills competition, I was incredibly proud of what I 
had been able to achieve throughout my Worldskills journey, ending nationals with a medal is 
definitely something I will remember for a very long time. To be honest I was kind of sad that my 
journey had come to an end, so when I was lucky enough to be invited to apply for a BBM Youth 
Support Award, I jumped at the opportunity! From there I went on to be one of 12 young 
Australians that got to travel to the UK to work in our respective fields, to go see the industry 
that I love from an international perspective was going to be exciting! 

In my lead up to leaving Australia and my salon Joshae Hair and Beauty where I started my 
apprenticeship back in 2014, I just wanted to train and learn as much as I could from my boss 
Sharon Cromwell in a way to try and prepare myself for the big move! 

For the first week of me being in United Kingdom, I became your typical tourist living in London! 
I did all of the walking tours around central London, I did the hop on hop off bus ride, seeing all 
the main attractions such as Buckingham Palace, Big Ben, the London Eye and so much more! I 
had decided to base myself in the South West of London in Zone 2 as I believed it would be an 
easy area to get around from. Little did I know, the South West is full of Aussies and Kiwis! So I 
felt at home straight away, living in a share house with six other Australians. 

 
Once I got myself settled I started working, for a 
small but successful independently owned salon. 
I underwent four weeks of work with Marcus’ 
Hair Room. I love that I went to this salon first, 
because from day 1 I felt welcomed. The small 
team of 3 people went out of their way to make 
me feel comfortable in my new working 
environment! One of my favourite things about 
working here was getting exposed to a whole 
new clientele and getting to work with afro hair, 
which is something that I had never experienced 
living in Geelong Australia. I really have to thank 
the team for helping me find my feet in this new 
area of hairdressing for me!  

 
 

 

 

 

 



Once my time was up, I was sad to leave my new friends but excited for the next adventure! I 
had booked myself a quick holiday to Europe before starting my next job. I started in Spain and 
went to Pamplona and got to be amongst the festivities of the annual running of the bull! To see 
the whole town dressed in red and white and all come together to celebrate is something that I 
just can’t explain! I can only encourage everyone to go and see it firsthand! After Spain I headed 
to Portugal, Paris and then to Berlin before returning to the UK to get back to work! 

 

The next company I worked for was a very large chain of salons, having over 52 salons across the 
UK and operating for over 35 years. Headmasters is a fast paced salon specializing in the 
‘bespoke’ look, having quite a few celebrity clients, I was excited to start working for them! I am 
based in the Fulham salon working alongside 17 other qualified hairdressers and 4 apprentices, 
the buzz from having so many other people around to bounce ideas off is amazing! In my first 2 
weeks of working at the salon, they sent me on an intense training course to teach me the 
headmasters look, from learning their yearly blow dry collection to services exclusive to 
headmasters such as tissue lights, I was confident and ready to get back into the salon, having 
earnt myself a promotion coming off the training course, I was heading back to the salon as a 
senior stylist. Every few weeks they still keep sending me on different courses to help me keep 
helping me grow as a hairdresser in my skills. The company have been amazing to work for and I 
was offered a permanent position with the team, so I have decided that I am going to stay on in 
London and continue working for them.  
 

But I have always made sure that I found the time for travel on 
the side, I got the chance to sneak away to Munich for a 
weekend and attend Oktoberfest! Where I met up with 2 of the 
other BBM recipients. I ended up having an unforgettable time 
and again highly recommend if you get the time chance to go, 
definitely do it!  

I have absolutely loved working for headmasters; they are a 
brilliant company and encourage you to be your best in so 
many different ways. I fell in love with London very early on in 
my trip and my love for this city grows by the day! If I could give 
any advice to someone moving here, it is simply just come with 
an open mind, get out of your comfort zone! There is so much 
on offer in this beautiful country you just have to be willing to 



go out and find it! And if you have the time to travel! It is so easy and everything is so accessible 
with the UK as your base! 

I can’t thank BBM and Worldskills enough for this amazing trip of a life time they have sent me 
on! I have grown so much professionally and as a person by being pushed out of my comfort 
zone these last 7 months, my hairdressing skills have improved immensely from being here and 
being exposed to my trade on and international scale! The friends I have made through the BBM 
Youth Support Award and from being in London will be friends for life now! The experience I 
have had whilst being in the UK with BBM will stay with me forever! 

 

 


