
London 2017 
 
24th April – 6th June 
 
For 6 weeks, I undertook the BBM Youth Support Award for Skilled Futures, in which I 
received in recognition of my success at the Australian national Worldskills competition in 
2016. This Award has seen me undertake work in the Landscape Construction industry, 
challenging myself and adapting my skills to educate and improve myself, and others, in the 
future amongst the landscape and horticulture industry.  
After approaching several companies asking about the potential for me working for them 
for a duration in 2017 in the U.K. I was lucky enough to land a position with a Landscaping 
company in London called ‘The Outdoor Room’, helping to construct their exhibit ‘Breaking 
Ground’ designed by Wilson McWilliam Studios, in the 2017 Royal Chelsea Flower Show.  
Being the most notorious flower show in the world, I was extremely excited to start working 
for The Outdoor Room and test my skills and advance, learning how landscaping is 
undertaken in the U.K. 
 

 
A bit of sightseeing in cold London   Only tourist braving the cold on the tour bus 

 
For the first week of my trip, I settled myself into my apartment, familiarised myself with 
the city, and took some time to look around. I visited various iconic landmarks throughout 
London, including the big ben, the London eye, the shard and the tower bridge, to name a 
few. I took some time to discover the museums and art galleries London had to offer as 
well, including the British national museum, and the Tate modern. These museums taught 
me about the history of not only London, yet the world including Egypt, Rome and many 
more. I found these extremely fascinating, and would definitely recommend them to any 
keen traveller interested in art and history. Before starting my work experience, I decided to 
also familiarise myself with the natural environment in London, visiting Hyde Park, and Kew 
Botanical Gardens. Both of these gardens provided me with an amazing outlook on the type 
of plants I would be working with throughout my time in London and allowed me how these 
plants would grow in a typical natural environment here in the U.K. Kew Botanical Gardens 
was one of the highlights of my trip. I was able to seclude myself with the natural 
environment and find myself surrounded by some amazing scenery, which explored the 
types of plants which thrive in the environment in the U.K. which included a variety of 
colour, overgrown pathways surrounded by trees and shrubs, and amazing coloured ground 
covers below tree canopies. When in London, I would definitely recommend dedicating a 
day to Kew Gardens. 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
A few photos from Kew 
Botanical Gardens 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Once I had gotten comfortable with London and I was familiar with the City, I began work at 
The Chelsea Flower show on June 3rd, and this is where I met the team from The Outdoor 
Room and began my experience of a lifetime. 
 

 
The very first day of set out and excavation of Breaking Ground 
 

The first few days were all about familiarising myself with the job, meeting the team, setting 
up the job site and making sure everything was ready and right for the build. The plot 
included a large-scale water feature, brick and block work, timber work, large panelling to 
be installed, timber work, dry stone walling, steel work, sandstone paving, concrete and soft 
landscaping.  
After the site had been excavated with all the finished heights established, we set out the 
large water pool and poured it with concrete, as-well as pouring other concrete pads for 
steel structures to be installed onto; this was the benchmark for the build as everything was 



then set out from these concrete pads and pool. Once this was all done and set, we began 
laying blockwork and bricks in order to build the pool shape. Timber screens were built to 
accommodate for large porcelain/MDF screens to be installed onto. This was a slow process 
as everything had to be perfect, and every move counted.  
1 large pine tree was installed to the back of the project, as well as two large Hawthorn 
trees to the front of the job. These were all a large focal point for the project and had to be 
placed with extreme care.  

 

 
 
 
 
Set Out and first steps of the pool and concrete 
pads 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dry stone Wallers were subcontracted in to build the stone walls for the project. These 
tradesmen were amazing at stone masonry and it was extremely fascinating to watch every 
procedure and process they use in order to create these stone walls. Working alongside 
them I learnt a lot of techniques to speed up the process of stone walling and also create a 
better finish when building walls.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Dry Stone clad walling installed as the 
project backdrop and large steel water 
feature structures installed running 
throughout the project 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A steel fabricator was used in order to place in 4m high steel structures which flowed 
throughout the project to create a movement through the job, an extremely talented and 
thought out technique by the designers in order to create various focal points for the 



viewer. There were over 27,000 weld points in these steel structures! Thankfully most of 
them were done before the installation of the structures. These structures ran throughout 
the job, the first two at the back of the project running into the pool with wave pulse 
mechanisms built into them, the next two were situated in the centre of the project, and 
the last two submersed by plants at the front of the garden. These water features were 
installed and manufactured by an extremely talented water feature specialist, who was 
extremely helpful in educating me about the function of water features and the different 
ways in which to construct them. 
 

 
 
 
 
Only a handful of sandstone pieces to be laid to 
complete the sandstone terrace area 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Above the pool was a large sandstone paving area, where large crazy paving patterned 
sandstone slabs were installed by us to create the standing platform for the audience. These 
slabs were all previously cut at the quarry to exact sizes, therefore every stone we laid had 
to be perfect to the plan. On-top of this paving platform we placed 3 large sandstone seats 
for the viewer to rest on and admire the garden.  
 
Once all the hardscaping had been completed, a group of designers were called in to 
carefully and strategically plant out the garden. Every plant was placed perfectly in order to 
make the garden look presentable on a show garden scale. I was educated about each plant 
from the designers throughout the process and learnt a lot about different plants, their 
growing environment, and benefits they had in improving the environment. 

 
 
 
Large Crataegus monogyna’s installed, and steel fabricated pathways 
running through the meadow, ready for planting to commence. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Meadow planting nearing completition, including species such as Salvia 
caradonna, Digitalis, Lupinas, Dianthus cathusinorium, to name a few. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Throughout the build of this exhibit, I was also involved in building a smaller garden in The 
Royal Chelsea Flower Show for a designer named Ruth Willmott, on her garden Breast 
Cancer Now – Through the Microscope. This build included a small waterfeature, and large 
steel cylindrical structures in order to create a ‘microscope’ through the garden for the 
viewer to look down. At the end of this microscope was an installed porcelain diagram of a 
healthy cell, surrounded by vibrant plants and green grass, this cell represented to the 
viewer a healthy end to research for breast cancer and a sign of hope for everyone suffering 
from this disease. This garden was extremely educational and helped me gain further 
knowledge on landscaping and scientific improvements related to health. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Ruth Willmott’s garden “Breast Cancer Now – Through the Microscope 

 
The team at The Outdoor Room alongside the talented designers at Wilson McWilliam 
studios taught me so many techniques and skills in which I will be able to pass on to the 
landscaping community in Australia. Their skilled team used precision and accuracy with 
every task they completed, the effectively managed their time management in order to 
smoothly run the job, in which I have gained greatly from as I feel I am now able to run jobs 
easier and more efficiently. All of the people I worked with throughout my time on the 
project played a part in teaching me different things and I am so thankful for their 
dedication to not only finish the job, yet teach me along the way. 
 
Once the project had been completed, after working 13 hour days for 7 days a week, it was 
time to celebrate. My boss at the time managed to get me a ticket to a students breakfast 
on the Friday of the public viewing. This breakfast saw various students amongst large 
successful representatives in the Landscape industry over in the U.K. including the CEO and 
board of directors of BALI (British association of landscape industries) and various teachers 
and business owners. I was able to talk to a large amount of people at the breakfast and tell 
them my story and why I was there. They were quite fascinated with not only my accent, yet 
why I was working at The Chelsea Flower Show. Talking to each and every person at that 
breakfast gained my confidence in the landscaping industry and opened me up to a variety 
of ideas and skills in which I will be able to teach others. 
 
 
 
 
 
Here are a few photos of the team and I, along with a few photos of the finished project. 



 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 



 
 
After my time at The Royal Chelsea Flower show had concluded, I was able to take a bit of 
down time and explore for myself. I booked a train ticket to Paris for 3 nights and decided to 
check out the city. The day I arrived, I walked around to various landmarks, and managed to 
climb the Eiffel tower, making it to the top and experiencing some amazing views of the city. 
A must do for anyone travelling to Paris! The next few days, I hopped on a tour bus and 
went around the city looking at all the landmarks, which was an amazing experience and a 
good way to learn about the history behind each building along the trip. I managed to meet 
a group of people at the hostel I was staying at, and had a good night on the rooftop terrace 
of the hostel drinking and partying overlooking the city of Paris. This was my first hostel 
experience, and I would definitely recommend it to anyone travelling alone or in groups, as 
the people you meet you will be able to share for a lifetime. On the last day, I visited the 
Museum de Louvre, an amazing and extremely large museum which is a must do as well for 
anyone in Paris! I must admit I got lost multiple times in there, however it didn’t matter as I 
didn’t have anywhere to be! 

 
The view from the top of the Eiffel Tower 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Enjoying some French Champagne looking over Paris 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
After Paris, I thought, why stop there? I had a friend come over from Australia in which I 
met up with, and we travelled to Amsterdam together for 4 nights. Again, we stayed in a 
hostel in the centre of Amsterdam and met a large number of travellers who were 
extremely outgoing and great people. I hired a bike for a day and took a ride around the city 
with a guy I met at the hostel. The highlight of this ride was definitely Vondel Park. This park 
was so peaceful and submerged in amazing and fresh scenery which immediately put a 
smile on your face whilst riding through. I would definitely recommend hiring a bike and 
riding all through it. We also took a tour bus around the city, visited the Van Gogh museum 
and Banksy Museum, which were all amazing experiences in which I would recommend to 
anyone.  

 
 
 
 
 
The canals which run through the streets of 
Amsterdam 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After Amsterdam, it was time to return to London for the final week of my trip. In the final 
week, I had 6 friends come over for the start of their summer Europe trip. We spent a few 
days going to all the sight-seeing places throughout London, this time going on the London 



Eye as well. I went shopping at Camden Markets which were amazing and such a great 
cultural experience.  
 
After all of my hard work, experiences, travelling and education, it was time to return home! 
For the total 6 weeks I spent in the U.K. I was able to learn so many new things, in which I 
am excited to bring into practice back here in Australia.  
 
I would recommend anyone travelling over on the BBM scholarship to talk to as many 
people as you possibly can, whether it be related to your profession or not. Talking to a 
variety of different people opens up your mind completely and allows you to take in their 
ideas in the best way possible. Submerging yourself with others helps you gain not only 
confidence, but an array of different skills, techniques and ideas, in which you can always 
use in the future in order to do something more efficiently or more advanced. 
 
I would also recommend putting yourself out of your comfort zone and do things you never 
thought you would do. The BBM scholarship is a once in a lifetime opportunity and an 
extremely amazing experience in which anyone selected is lucky to get. I was able to learn 
so much from putting myself out of my comfort zone and allowing other people’s thoughts 
and ideas to educate me and form a benchmark for my future work and education practices.  
 
The experience I had whilst travelling under the BBM Youth Support Award will stay with me 
forever. I was able to excel in my career and learn a variety of different skills and techniques 
in which I am now able to bring back and educate not only myself, but future students with. 
Working at such a notorious event was a dream come true and none of it would be possible 
without the help of Worldskills Australia and BBM Youth Support. The people I met whilst 
overseas and the experiences I had will stay with me forever, and I am so thankful to be able 
to say I have gone and spent time working and travelling in the U.K. in order to boost my 
success in the Landscaping Industry, and let my success follow on by teaching other people 
back here in Australia various skills and techniques in which I was able to learn overseas. 
 
Here are a selection of photos of the Chelsea Flower Show for 2017, an amazing show in 
which I am privileged to be able to say I have been a part of. The selected photos do not do 
any justice of the quality and amazing atmosphere at the show, which is simply 
indescribable, a must do experience for everyone! 







 
 
 
   


